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A  Publication  of  Hospitality  House 


Tenderloin's  Grade  School  Campaign  Gaining  Steam 


by  Janice  Hui 

It's  7  a.m.  and  a  crowd  of  young  children  and  their 
parents  wait  for  the  big  yellow  school  bus  bound  for 
the  corner  of  Eddy  and  Leavenworth  Streets.  Cam 
Vong  of  Ihc  Tenderloin  holds  his  two-year-old  son  in  one 
arm  and  clutches  his  six-year-old  daughter  at  his  side. 

"I  wish  their  school  was  closer  to  home.**  says  Vong  in 
Cantonese, explaining  that  hischild  is  headed  to  an  elemen- 
tary school  on  Treasure  Island.  "It  is  much  too  far  away." 

Even  though  an  estimated  4,000  children  live  in  the 
Tenderloin,  there  is  no  public  school  in  the  neighborhood. 
About  1,100  grade  school  children  must  be  bused  outside 
the  neighborhood  to  43  different  schools,  as  far  away  as 
Treasure  Island  and  Starr  King  in  the  Potrero  Hill  District 
and  Sir  Francis  Drake  in  Hunters  Point. 

"The  Tenderloin  is  the  only  neighborhood  in  the  city 
with  this  kind  of  population  that  doesn't  have  a  single  public 
school,''  says  Midge  Wilson,  executive  director  of  the  Bay 
Area  Women's  Resource  Center  (BAWRQ.  Her  organiza- 
tion is  leading  a  campaign  to  set  up  a  grade  school  in  the 
neighborhood,  a  proposal  eagerly  supported  by  many  par- 
ents. 

The  Tenderloin  Grade  School  Campaign — backed  by 
30  community  organizations — began  two  and  a  half  years 
ago  in  response  to  an  annual  survey  of  Tenderloin  families 
conducted  by  the  BAWRC.  Among  other  findings,  the 
survey  revealed  that  parents  felt  disconnected  from  their 
children's  education  because  many  schools  were  so  far 
from  the  neighborhood.  But  the  severe  budget  problems 
plaguing  the  school  district  dampened  hopes  of  gaining 
enough  support  for  a  Tenderloin  grade  school,  and  uV. 
campaign  sputtered. 

But  advocates  have  continued  to  meet 
with  parents  and  school  district  officials  to 
gather  information  and  ideas  for  the  cam- 
paign. "We're  just  trying  to  get  the  right 
political  winds  to  blow  our  way,"  says  Kelly 
Cullen,  a  board  member  of  Tenderloin  Youth 
Advocates.  "Just  like  any  major  project, 
this  one  takes  time." 

Cullen  and  others  hope  to  establish  a 
new  grade  school  in  five  to  10  years  before 
the  expected  closure  of  the  Treasure  Island 
Naval  Base,  where  over  200  Tenderloin 
children  attend  grade  school.  A  new  school 
in  the  Tenderloin  could  serve  anywhere 
from  200  to  900  children  and  cost  as  much 
as  $10  million,  depending  on  the  school's 
site  and  curriculum. 

Recently,  parents  in  other  Bay  Area 


A  Tenderloin  child  on  Leavenworth  street  waves  goodbye  to  fellow  students.  The  more  dun  1.000  grade  school  aged  children 
of  the  Tenderloin  are  bused  to  43  different  schools,  as  far  flung  as  Treasure  Island  and  Hunters  Point.  Sometimes  children  from 
one  family  can  be  sent  to  different  elementary  schools,  making  it  all  die  more  difficult  for  parents  to  come  to  parent-teacher 
meetings  or  otherwise  participate  in  their  diildrcn's  education. 


neighborhoods  have  successfully  led  cru- 
sades to  set  up  schools  in  their  communi- 
ties. In  Oakland,  for  instance,  parents  in  a 
predominantly  Latino  neighborhood 
launched  a  five- month  campaign  for  a  char- 
ter middle  school.  With  the  help  of  several 
community  groups,  the  parents  were  able  to 
rally  neighborhood  support  and  convince 
the  school  board  to  approve  the  new  school 
in  April. 

In  San  Francisco's  Bay  View  Hunter's 
Point,  parents,  teachers  and  community  lead- 
ers opened  an  alternative  school  in  Febru- 
ary called  the  2 1st  Century  Academy  after 
an  eight-month  parent  crusade.  The  kinder- 
garten through  second  grade  academy  serves 
58  students — most  from  the  surrounding 
neighborhood.  It  plans  to  expand  to  eighth 


grade  by  next  year. 

Sixty-year-old  great-grandmother 
Espanola  Jackson  said  she  joined  the  grade 
school  campaign  because  she  grew  up  in 
Bay  View  Hunters  Point  and  wanted  a  bet- 


While  advocates  for  a  Tenderloin  grade 
school  may  use  both  schools  as  possible 
models,  they  say  they  want  to  hold  out  for 
their  "dream  school."  They  say  the  Tender- 
loin should  not  settle  for  anything  less  than 


Special  Youth  and  Family  Issue 


ter  future  for  her  children. 

"The  hardest  part  was  getting  people  to 
meet."  said  Jackson.  "Parents  just  didn't 
believe  it  was  going  to  happen.  But  once 
they  saw  it  was,  they  became  interested.  If 
you  can  gel  1 0  people  together,  you  can  do 
a  great  job." 


a  permanent  and  "visionary"  school,  one 
that  combines,  for  example,  multicultural 
education  with  a  focus  on  language,  arts  and 
theater. 

Some  envision  a  school  with  innova- 
tive curriculum,  such  as  the  "immersion 

continued  on  page  5 
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A  small  boy 
writes  his  name 
on  Ellis  Street  at 
the  recent 
Walkathon  fair 
held  April  18. 
The  Walkathon 
has  been  the 
source  of  funds 
for  the  Tender- 
loin Youth 
Advocates  and 
the  Bay  Area 
Women's 
Resource 
Center,  both 
heading  up  a 
campaign  to  get 
a  neighborhood 
school. 

Photo:  Jennifer  Cheek 


City  Code 
Enforcement 
Program 
Under  Fire 

Two  of  three  build- 
ings that  the  city  has 
seized  as  part  of  a  crack- 
down on  slumlords  are 
raising  questions  about 
the  city's  groundbreaking 
receivership  program. 
See  page  8. 

Results  of  The  Ten- 
derloin Times  Youth 
Writing  Contest.  See 
pages  10  &  11. 

Latino  Families 
Changing  the  Face  of  the 
Tenderloin.  See  page  5. 


Landlords  Revolt 
Against  Tenants, 
City 

For  the  second  time  in  San 
Francisco's  history,  landlords 
who  house  the  city's  homeless 
and  poorest  citizens  tempo- 
rarily shut  down  their  build- 
ings in  protest  against  a  code 
enforcement  crackdown.  City 
agencies  scrambled  to  house 
the  homeless.  See  page  14. 

A  Vietnamese  Adaptation 
of  a  Classic  African  American 
Play.  See  page  7. 

Of  Satellites  and  Finger- 
prints: Cambodians  Fear  Gov- 
ernment Intervention  in  First 
Free  Elections.  See  page  14. 


VOICES 


Ask  the  People 


by  Manuel  Johnson 
Photos:  Eli  Bishop 

Do  You  Think  the  Tenderloin 
Needs  a  School? 

Asked  at  Tenderloin  Recreation  Center 


Angela  Monique 
Coleman,  9 
Yes.  I  would  rather  go 
to  school  here  because 
it's  fun  over  here.  We 
want  to  play  around 
here.  We  want  to  teach 
the  bad  kids  because 
sometimes  the  bad 
boys  call  me  names 
and  hit  me. 

Kim  Korstad 

Staff 

Yes.  There  are  4,000 
children  in  the  Ten- 
derloin and  all  these 
kids  are  bused  all  over 
the  city.  There's  not  a 
real  sense  of  commu- 
nity for  the  kids.  If 
there  was  a  school,  the 
kids  would  get  to  know 
each  other  better. 
Maybe  we  could  have 
a  school  that  could 
concentrate  on  the  spe- 
cial needs  of  the  kids 
here.  That's  real  im- 
portant. 

Alan 

Staff 

Idon'iihinkso.  Most 
of  the  kids  enjoy  bus- 
ing. At  Tust,  it  was 
Co...  ""rsialbutnow 
they  enjoy  it.  They 
seem  to  like  leaving 

the  neighborhood  for 

.  a  few  hours  every  day. 
It's  good  we  have  this 
recreation  center  for 
them  to  go  to  after 
school. 

Gladys,  13 
Yeah.  Well,  you  gotta 
whole  bunch  of  kids 
going  to  different  I 
places  like  Treasure  Is- 
land and  Potrero  Hill. 
I  even  know  one  girl 
who  goes  all  the  way 
to  Pacific  Heights. 
And  they  have  to  gel 
up  real  early  in  the 
morning.  You  got  kids 
getting  up  at  6.  6:30, 
justtocatcha7:30bus 
so  they  can  get  to 
school.  I  think  they  at 
least  need  an  elemen- 
tary school  for  the  little 
ones. 
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by  John  Russell 

As  a  community  health  outreach 
worker  who  walks  the  streets  of  the 
Tenderloin  every  day  passing  out 
condoms,  bleach,  toiletries,  food,  and 
referral  information,  I  see  quite  a  bit  of  the 
good  and  the  bad  among  the  1  cnderloin  s 
street  youth.  Because  I  myself  am  a 
former  runaway  youth,  who  lived  on  the 
streets  of  the  Tenderloin  before  getting 
my  own  life  together,  I'm  all  loo  familiar 
with  the  realities  of  the  streets. 

The  other  day,  walking  through  the 
TL,  I  came  across  a  15-year-old  female, 
who  looked  so  sad  even  though  she  was 
smiling  at  all  the  tricks  driving  by.  I 
approached  her  to  give  her  some  condoms 
and  talked  to  her  about  Hospitality  House. 
She  said,  "I  really  can'i  go  down  there  for 
help,  my  pimp  will  beat  me  up." 

Almost  daily,  I  see  teenagers — like 
her — who  are  running  away  from  abusive 
homes  but  are  still  being  abused  by  adults. 


House  Log 


Hundreds  of  strangers  pass  by  her  each 
day  and  don't  seem  shocked  mat  a  child  is 
selling  her  body.  As  I  walk  around,  I  see 
hundreds  of  teenaged  boys  who  seem  to 
have  nothing  better  to  do  than  hang  out  on 
the  street  comers  dealing  drugs  or  just 
watching  the  crime  happening  around 
them  as  if  they  were  watching  a  real  live 
cop  show. 

It  seems  really  sad  to  me  that  the  city 
and  community  doesn't  offer  healthier 
activities  to  these  youths.  For  example, 
local  gyms  charge  $600  or  more  for 
membership.  So  the  Tenderloin  youth 
can't  afford  to  go  for  a  swim  or  a  workout 
as  an  alternative  to  hanging  out  on  street 
comers.  Because  of  mis  lack  of  healthy 
alternatives,  many  youths  end  up  dealing 
drugs,  thinking  they'll  make  big  bucks 
when  the  sad  reality  is  that  they  often  end 
up  getting  hooked  on  drugs  themselves  to 


Funding  Cuts  a  Threat  for  Health  Team 

Editors: 

As  it  was  reported  in  The  Tenderloin 
Times  of  February.  1993,  the  Health  Out- 
reach Team  (H.O.T.)  had  been  faced  with 
the  threat  of  having  a  major  portion  of  our 
funding  discontinued  by  the  S.F.  AIDS  Of- 
fice. However,  after  hearing  testimony  from 
the  director.  Geoffrey  Froner,  as  well  as  from 
clients  and  heads  of  other  S.F.  AIDS  agen- 
cies, the  HIV  Planning  Council  unanimously 
voted  to  appoint  a  committee  to  review  the 
case  and  make  recommendations  to  the 
Council.  The  committee  took  testimony  at 
two  hearings  at  the  end  of  February  and  the 
beginning  of  March  and  concluded  by  rec- 
ommending that  the  defunding  order  be  re- 
scinded and  that  H.O.T.  receive  full  funding 
for  the  coming  year. 

We  at  H.O.T.  on  behalf  of  our  many 
clients,  extend  our  thanks  to  the  community 
who  supported  us  with  letters,  personal  ap- 
pearances and  words  of  encouragement 
through  this  extremely  difficult  period.  At  this 
time,  we  also  wish  to  thank  the  staff  of  The 
Tenderloin  Times.  They  have  consistently 
written  about  matters  of  community  health 
care.  The  articles  on  TB  control  that  were 
accompanied  by  information  about  where  to 
get  help  were  a  fine  community  service. 

The  H.O.T.  willcontinue  to  provide  health 
care  and  social  services  to  indigent  people  in 
the  Tenderloin  and  the  South  of  Market 
areas  who  have  either  HIV  disease  or  are  at 
high  risk  of  contracting  it. 

-Geoffrey  Froner,  Director,  H.O.T. 


Flower  Power  Standoff 

Editors: 

This  is  in  response  to  Michael  Nadile's 
Letter  to  the  Editor,  "Flower  Merchant  Ap- 


peal" in  the  March.  1993  issue. 

Mr.  Nadile.  owner  of  Tenderloin  Petals 
flower  shop,  is  asking  for  support  when  he  is 
actually  thinking  of  his  own  greed.  I  sell 
flowers  at  the  Farmer's  Market  UN  Plaza, 
and.  contrary  to  Mr.  Nadile's  claims,  we  no 
longer  sell  designed  flower  arrangements  in 
baskets,  vases,  candles  or  hurricane 
glasses.  And  of  course  we  sell  retail — that  is 
what  a  Farmer's  Market  is  all  about.  Mr. 
Nadile  does  not  want  flowers  at  the  Market, 
period.  He  does  not  want  competition. 

I  grow  my  flowers;  if  that's  unfair  com- 
petition, I'm  sorry,  but  when  you  see  my 
customers'  faces  when  they  buy  flowers, 
you  would  agree  flowers  are  needed  in  the 
Tenderloin —  and  so  are  us  farmers.  Let  the 
true  judge — the  customer — decide  where  to 
buy  and  what  to  pay  rather  than  having  no 
choice.  On  March  31 ,  we  started  a  petition 
and  in  one  day  over  200  customers  signed 
supporting  us. 

-  Tony  Mellon,  Jr. 

A  Heartwarming  Response 

Editors: 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  wonderful 
service  your  paper  provides  to  the  Tender- 
loin community  and  the  city.  I  use  your  paper 
as  a  resource  in  the  ESL  classes  I  teach  at 
Alemany  Campus  on  Eddy  Street.  I  am  very 
interested  in  getting  our  students  to  "value" 
the  stories  and  histories  they  bring  with 
them. 

You  ran  a  very  heartwarming  letterfrom 
Lan  Khanh,  a  Nob  Hill  resident,  to  her  mother 
in  Vietnam.  I  copied  the  letter  for  my  interme- 
diate-level writing  students  and  asked  them 
to  react  to  the  ideas  in  Lan's  letter.  Although 
the  vocabulary  was  difficult  for  them,  they 
were  still  able  to  relate  her  feelings  to  those 
in  their  own  lives,  whether  they  were  from 
Mexico.  China  or  Cuba.  I  am  sending  you 
copies  of  some  of  the  letters.  I  am  hoping 
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numb  their  depression  about  what  they 
see  as  a  bleak  future. 

Outside  the  Tenderloin,  I  hear  daily 
that  this  is  a  sleazy  embarrassment  to  the 
rest  of  the  city.  In  my  daily  walks  through 
the  Tenderloin,  I  gain  a  sense  of  community 
from  the  small  children  bicycling  around, 
laughing  and  playing  and  homeless  men, 
women  and  children  who  say  "thank  you  for 
caring"  as  I  give  out  food,  clothing,  and 
condoms.  The  young  people  in  the  Tender- 
loin are  grateful  for  whatever  assistance 
they  receive;  they  just  want  to  be  treated  as 
equal  human  beings.  I  see  the  Tenderloin  as 
a  community  of  people  fighting  against  the 
odds  and  the  bad  rap  of  the  rest  of  the  city, 
trying  to  make  their  neighborhood  a  belter 
place  to  live. 

■John  Russell  is  a  Community  Health  Cut- 
reach  Worker  for  Hospitality  House 


Letters 


that  you  can  forward  them  to  Lan  Khanh  so 
she  can  see  how  her  writing  affected  others. 

— Tomi  Cunningham 
ESL  Instructor,  City  College- Alemany 
Campus 

Editors'  Reply 

Thank  you  for  your  letter.  We  do  not 
have  Lan  Khanh's  address,  but  hope  she 
will  read  your  response  and  contact  our 
office  if  she  is  interested  in  the  six  letters 
your  students  wrote. 

A  Clarification 

Editors: 

I  was  distressed  to  discover  that  I  had 
been  severely  misquoted  on  page  3  of  the 
March/April,  1993  issue  of  The  Tenderloin 
Times.  I  would  never  suggest  the  provision 
of  tax  breaks  for  non-profit  organizations 
since  this  is  in  and  of  itself  a  contradiction  of 
terms.  Additionally,  in  describing  the  type  of 
housing  provided  to  the  community  by  non- 
profit organizations,  I  would  not  deign  to  use 
the  term  "cheap"  in  lieu  of  "affordable"  or 
"inexpensive."  either  of  which  is  a  more 
accurate  description.  The  term  "cheap"  im- 
plies shoddy  construction  and  ineffective 
management,  neither  ot  which  is  represen- 
tative of  our  organization. 

The  quote  should  have  read,  "Economic 
development  is  crucial  to  revrtalizat  ion  of  the 
Tenderloin.  Growth  can  provide  employ- 
ment opportunities  and  generate  a  pres- 
ence on  the  street  which  will  create  goodwill 
among  residents  and  help  form  a  balance  in 
the  community.  Entrepreneurs  who  may 
require  outside  funding  assistance  should 
be  able  to  obtain  funding  without  too  much 
red  tape.  If  outside  funding  is  not  made 
available  to  these  commercial  endeavors, 
then  economic  growth  will  simply  sputter 
,  and  die." 

Please  publish  my  correct  quote  above, 
/erbatim.... 

Valeri  D.  Steinberg, 
Executive  Director,  The  North  of  Market 
Development  Corporation 

Editors'  Reply: 

We  do  not  believe  we  "severely  mis- 
quoted" you  in  the  interview  conducted  by 
The  Times.  Below  is  the  quotation  as  it 
appeared  in  the  March/April  1993  issue  of 
The  Tenderloin  Times. 

"The  best  way  of  creating  economic 
levelopment  while  at  the  same  time  having 
iflordable  housing  is  by  providing  tax  breaks 
for  non-profit  organizations,  so  they  can 
provide  cheap  housing  for  those  who  really 
need  it.  Also,  the  state  should  provide  addi- 
tional funds  for  programs  such  as  Eddy 
Market  Place.  In  order  to  have  a  spontane- 
ous economic  development  for  the  neigh- 
borhood, it  is  crucial  to  have  assistance  from 
outside  funding.  It  is  also  crucial  to  keep  the 
funding  coming  once  the  project  is  under 
way." 

The  Tenderloin  Times  welcomes  letters  from 
our  readers.  Tell  us  your  opinions,  concerns  and 
ideas. 


Please  Support 
Businesses  that 

Advertise  in 
The  Tenderloin 
Times. 


Read  My  Lips! 

Community  CommcnraKy 


by  Darrvl  Smith 

Darryl  Smith  is  a  curator  of  the  509 
Cultural  Center,  whose  group  negotiated 
with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  to  use 
Cohen  Alleyway  one  day  a  month  for 
children's  programs  for  one  year  between 
1988  and  1989. 

There  is  an  alleyway  in  the  Tenderloin 
that  could  be  transformed  from  an  outdoor 
shooting  gallery  into  a  place  for  children  to 
play  and  residents  to  garden. 

To  that  end,  Cohen  Alley,  at  the  500 
block  of  Ellis  between  Leavenworth  and 
Hyde  streets,  has  already  been  the  setting 
for  site-specific  visual  and  performing  arts 
installations  involving  neighborhood  art- 
ists and  residents  to  demonstrate  the  viabil- 
ity of  this  alternative  use. 

Dancer  Pearl  Ubungcn  chorcgraphed, 
for  example,  a  dance  with  youths  from  the 
Vietnamese  Youth  Development  Center 
along  with  Malaysian  artist  Alvin  Tan's 
installation  that  literally  tied  all  the  fronting 
properties  together  in  a  symbolic  gesture 
using  black  fabric  and  found  wood. 

Three  of  the  four  property  owners 
fronting  Cohen  Alley  have  expressed  an 
interest  in  turning  the  dead-end  alleyway 
into  a  m  i  n  iparic .  Just  a  block  away  is  another 
alleyway — Antonio — at  the  400  block  of 
Jones  Street,  between  Ellis  and  O'Farrell 
streets,  with  12  fronting  properties.  Within 
the  last  five  months,  community  groups 
have  organized  to  also  close  and  make  a 
clean,  secure,  safe  spot  for  their  neighbors 
there. 

Hooker  Alley,  just  north  of  the  Tender- 
loin near  Bush  Street  which  was  developed 
by  the  San  Francisco  League  of  Urban 
Gardners,  might  serve  as  an  example  of 
what  could  be  done  with  these  and  future 
Tenderloin  alleyways.  What  they've  done 
there  is  to  create  a  full  garden  with  pathways 
and  benches. 

Cohen  Alleyway  is  wide  enough  to 
accommodate  container  gardens  and 
benches  and  there  has  been  money  approved 
through  the  San  Francisco  League  of  Urban 
Gardens  to  erect  a  fence  and  provide  mobile 
garden  boxes  and  several  benches. 

But  what  needs  to  be  done  is  to  hear 
from  city  agencies  such  as  the  Department 
of  Public  Works,  the  Tenderloin  Task  Force 
and  the  Fire  Department  about  how  these 
projects  could  be  implemented.  Of  course 
we  need  the  participation  of  the  owners  of 
the  properties  that  front  the  alleyways.  This 
is  a  call  for  their  support  and  the  ultimate 
success  of  this  vision. 

On  May  18  at  2  p.m.  at  the  Senator 
Hotel,  a  coordinated  community  meeting 
will  convene  to  develop  strategies  for  per- 
manently closing  Cohen  and  Antonio  Al- 
leyways to  pedestrian  and  auto  traffic.  Some 
funding  could  come  from  "Operation  Revi- 
talization,"  a  state  funded  crime  reduction 
project. 

These  alleys  are  somewhat  typical  of 
other  alleyways  in  the  neighborhood  and 
could  be  a  demonstration  project  not  only 
for  other  Tenderloin  alleyways  but  for  other 
inner-city  neighborhoods. 


The  consensus  is  the  closing  of  both 
these  alleyways  because  of  their  close  prox- 
imity would  show  an  immediate  affect  in 
reducing  crime,  would  allow  for  greater 
community  involvement,  enhance  neigh- 
borhood pride,  and  contribute  to  beautifica- 
lion  and  the  safety  of  the  neighborhood. 
— Supporting  organizations  include  SAFE, 
TAP-IN,  The  Cambridge  Project,  509  Cul- 
tural Center,  Bay  Area  Women' s  Resource 
Center,  Community  Housing  Partnership, 
Tenderloin  Neighborhood  Development 
Corporation,  Vietnamese  Youth  Develop- 
ment Center,  and  many  concerned  resi- 
dents. 


Editors1  Notes 


This  issue  is  dedicated  to  families  and 
children  of  the  Tenderloin. 

There  have  been  many  successes  for 
Tenderloin  children  in  the  past  decade  and 
there  is  much  progress  still  to  be  made  to 
create  a  safer  home  for  the  Tenderloin's 
4,000  youths. 

Much  exciting  arts  and  theater  and 
after-school  programs  are  blossoming  in 
the  Tenderloin,  as  our  reporters  have  dis- 
covered by  doing  stories  about  the  Viet- 
namese Youth  Development's  Vietnamese 
adaptation  of  the  classic  African-American 
play  "A  Raisin  in  the  Sun"  that  will  run  at 
EXITheatre.  See  story  on  page  6. 

With  our  limited  number  of  pages,  we've 
been  able  to  only  scratch  the  surface  of  the 
activities  and  events  designed  for  children 
and  families.  For  example,  Youthbuild,  now 
operating  out  of  Eddy  Street  Marketplace, 
trains  young  people  in  construction  skills. 
The  Tenderloin  Improvement  Project,  oper- 
ating under  the  auspices  of  the  Golden  Gate 
YMCA,  is  getting  national  recognition  for 
training  young  people  in  leadership  skills 
that  they  are  using  in  the  Tenderloin.  That 
group's  Dress  Up  Your  Block  program  trains 
the  energies  of  a  dozen  young  people  on 
sweeping  and  scrubbing  the  sidewalks  and 
walls  of  the  Tenderloin  each  week.  Once  a 
week,  the  group  hosts  neighborhood  lead- 
ers to  talk  about  their  work.  The  Tenderloin 
Neighborhood  Development  Corporation  is 
teaming  up  with  Hilton  Hotel  to  create  an 
after-school  program  out  of  their  site  at  what 
used  to  be  Connie's  bar. 

Neighborhood  agencies  have  started 
to  respond  to  a  growing  population  of  Latino 
families.  Glide,  for  example,  now  has  a 
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ACROSS 

1  Street  between  Eddy  and 
O'Farrell 

5  Your  apartment  has  one. 

6  En  Vogue  are  Funky  

8  "And",  en  Espanol 


DOWN 

1  Street  between  Turk  and 
Ellis. 

2  "Benefit"  in  Vietnamese. 
Extra  hint;  Your  neighborhood 
minus  "n". 

3  Everybody  needs  this. 


9  Estimated  Time  of  Arrival       4  Angry, 
(abbreviated) 


10  Prefix  meaning  "former". 


7  Musical  instalment  you 
blow  in. 


program  to  help  out  these  latest  immigrants. 
On  page  5,  reporter  Manuel  Johnson  pro- 
files one  of  the  families  among  this  emerging 
group  of  residents. 

This  issue  also  contains  follow-up  sto- 
ries to  last  month's  focus  on  housing.  On 
pages  8  and  14,  our  reporters  examine  one 
of  the  key  issues  in  Tenderloin  housing:  how 
to  transform  slum  housing  into  homes  by 


putting  teeth  into  the  city's  housing  enforce- 
ment laws. 

This  issue  will  also  mark  a  break  in 
publication  for  two  months.  Times  editors 
will  be  spending  the  upcoming  months  wrack- 
ing their  brains  for  money — much  like  our 
City  Hall  is  presently  doing  with  San 
Francisco's  budget  deficit. 

We  think  we  will  have  better  luck. 


Visual  and  performing 
Artists 
Show  Your  Stuff 
at  the 
8th  Annual  Tenderloin 
Arts  Festival 

Saturday ,  July  31, 1993 
To  apply,  contact  the  Arts 
Program  at 
Hospitality  House, 
749-2120 

Applications  must  be 
received  by  June  15 


Child  Care  Referrals 
Subsidized  Child  Care  Programs 
Parent  Information  on  Choosing  Child  Care 
For  Child  Care  Providers:  Training,  Technical  Assistance 
and  Child  Care  Food  Program 

Drop  In  Child  Care  Resource  Room,  Mon-Thurs,  1-4  pm 


FOR  INFORMATION  CALL:  864-1234  for  child  care  referrals 

864-1881  for  all  other  services 


OUR    CLASSICS.     YOUR  STYLE 


News  Briefs 


On  April  13,  more 
than  300  senior  citizens 
from  four  San  Francisco 
neighborhoods  including 
the  Tenderloin  turned  out 
at  the  Hilton  Hotel  to 
testify  about  the  kinds  of 
programs  they  would  like 
to  see  serving  the  elderly 
in  the  next  five  years. 

Brought  together  by 
the  Senior  Task  FoTce,  a 
SF  Board  of  Supervisors' 
appointed  body,  the 
seniors  were  able  to  hear 
the  discussions  in  six 
different  languages. 

A  special  device 
translated  the  topics  of 
interest — chief  among 
them  home  care,  street 
safety,  and  low-income 
housing — into  Russian, 
Vietnamese,  Cantonese, 
Mandarin  and  Lao  nan. 
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Long-  Awaited  Ellis  Street 
Playground  to  Open  in  1994 


by  Reuben  Anderson 

Two  playgrounds  are  slated  to  open 
with  in  a  year  in  the  Tenderloin  and  a  third 
one  is  possible  for  the  near  future. 

The  largest — some  16,000  square  feet 
at  570  Ellis  St— will  be  called  the  'Tender- 
loin Children's  Playground."  It  is  expected 
to  open  in  the  Fall  of  1994.  A  small  pre- 
school playground  is  also  planned  to  be 

built  across  from  the  main  library  and  could 

open  in  the  next  six  months. 

These  new  children's  facilities  repre- 
sent a  victory  to  children's  advocates,  among 
them  the  Bay  Area  Women's  Resource 
Center  and  the  Tenderloin  Youth  Advo- 
cates, which  have  long  maintained  that  the 
Tenderloin's  only  large  park,  Boeddeker 
Park  at  Jones  and  Eddy  streets,  is  too  small 
to  accommodate  theTendcrloin's4,000 chil- 
dren. 

These  two  playgrounds  will  represent 
at  least  a  seven-fold  increase  in  the  space  for 
Tenderloin  children,  who  now  only  have 
2300  sq.  ft  of  outdoor  space. 

Some  community  members  are  anx- 
ious to  see  the  Tenderloin  Children's  Play- 
ground finally  built,  since  the  city  broke 
ground  for  it  almost  three  years  ago.  "Chil- 
dren are  always  asking  me  when  the  play- 
ground is  going  to  be  built,"  says  Mary 
Dickey,  a  crossing  guard  at  Jones  and  Eddy 
streets,  adding  that  she  feels  the  community 
has  been  left  in  the  dark  about  when  the 
playground  will  open. 

Dickey  says  she  worries  about  the  many 
children  that  she  sees  playing  in  the  streets 
during  the  busy  rush  hour  between  4  and  S 
p.m.  According  to  Dickey,  the  children 
dangerously  weave  in  and  out  traffic  on 
skateboards  and  bicycles. 

Tenderloin  Neighborhood  Develop- 
ment Corporation  Director  Kelly  Cullen 
said  he  first  spotted  the  site  for  the  Tender- 
loin Children's  Playground  when  he  was 
living  at  the  Aarti  Cooperative  and  worked 


for  Tenderloin  Youth  Advocates.  "I  saw 
this  big  parking  lot  and  thought  it  would  be 
so  great  if  we  could  gel  that  for  a  play- 
ground," said  Cullen.  "It's  going  to  be  a 
great  site — it's  a  dream  come  true." 

Robert  Nist,  project  manager  for  the 
city's  Park  and  Recreation  Department 
agreed  that  the  city  would  make  the  play- 
ground safe  for  children.  'To  keep  unwanted 
intruders  out  of  the  playground  area,  the 
children  will  have  to  enter  the  recreation 
center  and  walk  past  the  director  before 
entering  the  playground,"  Nist  said. 

The  $8  million  Tenderloin  Recreation 
Center  and  playground  will  include  a  two- 
story  building,  and  a  sprawling  playground 
with  a  slide,  sand-boxes  and  swings.  Twc 
kitchens,  a  patio,  and  three  multi-purpose 
rooms  for  senior  citizens  will  be  within  the 
walls  of  the  recreation  center,  features  thai 
people  hope  will  encourage 
intergeneraiional  activities  as  well  as  host- 
ing community  activities.  Construction  is 
slated  to  begin  this  fall,  with  completion 
scheduled  within  a  year. 

A  playground  for  preschoolers  called 
the  'Tot  Lot"  is  scheduled  to  be  built  across 
from  the  main  library  at  the  Civic  Centei 
Plaza.  This  playground  will  cost  aboui 
$100,000  and  have  a  3-foot  retaining  wall  to 
keep  children  from  wandering  away.  The 
city  begins  construction  on  the  playground 
May  1993  and  completion  is  expected  in 
four  months. 

A  third  playground,  already  being  cal  led 
'The  Tiny  Tot  Spot,"  could  be  built  espe- 
cially for  preschoolers.  It  would  to  be  con- 
structed on  a  deck  above  the  Central 
YMCA's  parking  lot  at  Leavenworth  Streei 
between  Golden  Gate  Avenue  and  Turk 
Street  Funding  for  that  playground  has  yet 
to  be  fully  identified. 

Reuben  Anderson  is  a  homeless  intern  at  The  Tender 
loin  Tunes  Currently,  he  is  a  student  at  San  Franciscc 
City  College 


Hastings  Tenants  Win  Negotiating  Status 


A  preliminary  deal  was  struck  between 
Hastings  College  of  Law  and  their  Westblock 
tenants  April  20  over  the  approximately  80  ten- 
ants' fate  when  their  landlord  begins  work  on  the 
Westblock. 

Ed  Levinc  of  Hastings  verbally  agreed  that 
Westblock  tenants  would  be  sole  negotiators  on 
issues  relating  to  their  tenancy. 

Tenderloin  Senior  Organizing  Project,  which 
is  helping  organize  the  Westblock  tenants,  called 
this  step  a  victory  for  the  tenants  considering  that 
just  a  few  months  ago  Levinc  declined  to  even 
meet  with  the  tenants. 

In  a  number  of  community  meetings  with 
Westblock  tenants  and  START,  a  coalition  of 
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Tenderloin  neighborhood  groups,  Hastings  has 
made  clear  its  desire  to  build  a  courthouse  on  its 
westblock  properties,  the  area  bounded  by 
McAllister,  Larkin.  Golden  Gate  and  Hyde 
streets. 

Tenants  are  fighting  to  have  a  say  on  the 
condition  of  the  buildings  they  live  in  and  on 
development  that  will  affect  them  either  be- 
cause of  the  noise,  displacement  or  other  prob- 
lems caused  by  development  of  the  Westblock. 

Hastings  has  met  with  the  community  a 
number  of  limes  to  review  its  possible  develop- 
ment plans,  but  none  are  certain  at  this  time. 

Hastings  is  expected  to  announce  its  plans 
by  the  end  of  May. 


Local  2  Wins  Victory 
Against  Pare  55  Hotel 

by  Eric  Robertson 

Af  tcr  almost  four  years  of  pickets,  sit-ins  and  boycotts.  Local  2,  the  restaurant  and  hotel 
workers  union,  has  reached  a  contractual  agreement  with  Pare  55  to  represent  325  workers 
at  the  hotel.  The  contract  is  good  for  three  years  and  represents  the  majority  of  the  hotel 
workers,  which  include  of  housekeepers,  doormen,  bellmen,  bartenders,  cooks,  food 
servers  and  stewards. 

The  bitter  four- year  fight  for  unionization  had  been  marked  by  both  sides  accusing  each 
other  of  spying  and  spreading  false  information.  At  times,  pro-union  employees  took  a 
humorous  approach  to  the  long  dispute,  picketing  outside  the  hotel  in  turkey  suits  at 
Thanksgiving,  and  planting  pro-union  messages  in  fortune  cookies  at  employee  parties. 

In  a  1990  legal  trial,  40  Pare  55  workers  cited  more  than  72  cases  of  intimidation  by 
the  hotel's  management  The  trial  resulted  in  the  National  Labor  Relations  Board  ordering 
Pare  55  to  bargain  with  the  union.  That  decision  and  financial  losses  resulting  from  the  34- 
month  boycott  are  what  some  union  organizers  are  saying  finally  forced  Pare  55  manage- 
ment to  agree  to  the  union. 

With  unionization,  workers  will  have  greater  job  security  and  a  safer  grievance 
procedure.  More  tangible  benefits  of  the  contract  include  reduced  or  eliminated  co- 
payments  for  medical  insurance  and  access  to  union  pension  and  legal  funds. 

Lorraine  Powell,  union  organizer  and  hotel  waitress  since  1984,  has  seen  the  fight  all 
the  way  through.  She  says  the  greatest  benefits  of  the  agreement  arc  a  new  sense  of 
empowerment  on  the  job  and  being  able  to  have  a  say  in  work  conditions.  "People  have  been 
coming  up  to  me  with  sheer  joy  on  their  face,"  she  said.  "It  is  a  dramatic  difference  for  a 
lot  of  people." 

Eric  Robertson  is  a  1 988  graduate  of  Cornell  University  in  Hotel  Administration  and  a  Times  reporter  since  1991 
Member  of  the  Tenderloin  Writer's  Workshop  and  TREC  Drama  Workshop.  


Rioio:  fcli  Bishop 

Mary  Dickey  (center)  gave  away  1 65  pairs  of  shoes  to  1  lOTenderloin  children  on  April  5.  Dickey 
financed  her  day  of  generous  donations  from  funds  she  was  awarded  from  the  San  Francisco 
Foundation's  Koshland  Award  for  Civic  Duty  in  1989.  It  was  her  second  shoe  giveaway  to 
Tenderloin  children  in  two  years.  She  put  up  $3,000  of  Koshland  Award  money  and  The  Athletic 
Shoe  Express  on  Polk  Street  donated  another  $365  toward  the  special  event. 


People  Speak  Out  on  Rodney  King  Case: 


They  gave  us  a  slice  of  the  cake.  But  they  expect 
all  us  blacks  to  be  satisfied  and  it  was  not  a 
victory  party  for  me...." 

— Edna  Watts,  Director  of  Glides  Crisis  Center,  a 
marcher  at  Glide  Church's  March  April  20 

"I  think  they  should  have  been  convicted  and 
found  guilty  the  first  trial  and  I  think  it  is  a 
shame  that  people  have  had  to  suffer  because 
they  were  found  not  guilty." 

— Les  Washburn,  recovering  addict, 
a  marcher  at  Glide  Church's  March  April  20 

"What  pisses  me  off  is  that  even  my  own  people 
are  feeding  into  this  idea  that  all  we  have  to  do  is 
be  peaceful  and  work  within  the  system.  That 


doesn't  work.  It  never  has.  What  we  really  need 
is  a  fundamental  change.  I  work  in  the  TL  and  I 
see  people  with  no  jobs,  no  homes.  We  get 
discriminated  against  because  of  our  color." 

— Troy,  a  marcher  at  Roots  Against  War  and 
Against  Police  Brutality  March  April  20 

'If  Rodney  King  had  been  white  and  the  cops 
were  all  black,  this  never  would  have 
happened.  They  all  would  have  been  tried  and 
convicted." 

— Connie,  a  marcher  at  Roots  Against  War  and 
Against  Police  Brutality  March  April  20 

— compiled  by  Keith  Fowler  and  Lyn  Duff 


Cambodians  Usher  in  Their  New  Year 


by  Rattany  Hort 

On  April  14,  at  one  of  San  Francisco's 
three  celebrations  to  mark  the  Cambodian 
New  Year  at  Alemany  Col- 
lege, I  was  one  of  the  few  young 
adults  among  a  sea  of  children 
and  their  parents  and  grand- 
parents. Most  were  kneeling 
on  bamboo  mats  in  the  class- 
room at  Alemany  CollegeCampus.  I  myself 
sat  at  a  student  desk  until  I  was  chided  by  a 
Sri  Lankan  monk  to  sit  on  the  floor  like 
other  Cambodians.  In  the  audience  of  about 
100,  Morman  missionaries  mingled  with 
Buddhist  monks. 

In  another  celebration,  more  than  300 
people  gathered  April  lOatBookcrT.  Wash- 
ington Community  Center  to  hear  the  chant- 
i  ng  of  three  Buddhistmonks  and  one  Catho- 
lic  priest  and  to  raise  more  than  $5,000  for 
the  Nagarra  Dhamma  Buddhist  Temple. 
They  too  were  commemorating  the  Year  of 
the  Rooster,  specifically,  the  Black  Hen 
Year — cha  nam  ro  ka—ihe  year  of  the 
woman. 

The  New  Year's  Holiday  from  April  12 
to  15,  was  celebrated  by  many  of  the 
Tenderloin's  3,000  Cambodian  refugees  at 


three  different  events. 

It  was  great  to  go  to  this  celebration.  As 
a  young  Cambodian  girl  growing  up  in 
American  society,  I  am  quickly  moving 
away  from  my  culture.  I  get  to  see  my 
people  gather  together  and  acting  as  one 
happy  family  as  if  nothing  in  this  world  is 
bothering  them. 

This  celebration  doubled  as  an  open- 
house  of  the  Alemany  Campus  Wellness 
Clinic,  a  joint  partnership  between  City 
College  of  San  Francisco  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Health,  which  is  funded  by 
Proposition  J  funds.  The  clinic,  run  by  three 
professionals,  hopes  to  provide  desperately 
needed  health  and  mental  health  services  to 
the  children  of  the  Tenderloin.  The  clinic 
offers  basic  health  care  as  well  as  counsel- 
ing services  and  parenting  classes. 

Venerable  Sanong  Issaro,  monk  at  the 
Nagara  Dhamma  Temple,  Inc.,  who  gave 
blessings  at  the  celebration,  said,  "the  clinic 
helps  Cambodians  to  heal  physically,  men- 
tally, and  spiritually." 

Rattany  Hort  is  a  Cambodian  student  from  U.  C. 
Berkeley  and  a  Tenderloin  Times  intern,  who  will 
graduate  with  aBA.in  International  Economic  Devel- 
opment this  Spring. 


Tenderloin  Becomes  Last 
Refuge  for  Latino  Families 


by  Manuel  Johnson 

Imagine  leaving  behind  everything  you 
know:  your  friends,  your  family,  your  lan- 
guage and  your  home — all  in  the  belief  that 
your  new  destination  is  an  earthly  paradise 
where  you  will  find  wealth  and  freedom. 

Now  imagine  your  disappointment 
when  you  find  that  your  situation  in  "para- 
dise" is  worse  than  what  you  left  behind. 
Julio  and  Maricela  Vargas  of  Mexico  have 
found  this  out  the  hard  way. 

"The  great  sadness  is  that  in  the  United 
States,  you  can  only  work  for  survival," 
says  a  disillusioned  and  disappointed  Julio. 
"It  is  impossible  to  save  money." 

Three  years  ago,  seeking  a  better  life, 
Julio  and  Maricela  and  their  children  came 
to  San  Francisco  from  the  city  of  Lazaro 
Cardenas,  near  Acapulco  in  the  central 
Mexican  state  of  Michoacan.  According  to 
Julio,  unemployment  there  is  high.  "Al- 
though it  is  a  big  city,  there  still  wasn't  any 
work,"  he  says. 

They  lived  all  over  California,  "always 
looking  for  the  cheapest  place,"  until  they 
ended  up  on  Valencia  Street  two  years  ago. 
Although  they  would  have  liked  to  stay  in 
the  Mission,  says  Julio,  "the  problem  now  is 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  find  a  cheap 
place  to  live  there." 

Because  of  the  rising  cost  of  living  in 
the  Mission,  they  could  no  longer  afford  to 
pay  their  rent  and  were  drawn  to  the  Tender- 
loin because  of  lower  rents  here. 

Both  Julio  and  Maricela  have  heard  of 
many  families  moving  out  of  the  Mission. 
They  are  not  alone.  The  Tenderloin  has 
become  home  to  a  burgeoning  Latino  com- 
munity, now  totaling  11  percent  of  the 
neighborhood's  population,  according  to 
1990  U.S.  Census  figures. 

"It's  the  biggest  group  of  families  we 
see,"  said  Midge  Wilson,  director  of  Bay 
Area  Women's  Resource  Center,  where  she 
sees  as  many  as  1 50  Latinos  during  a  typical 
day  at  their  drop  in  center  that  offers  cloth- 
ing, food,  legal  service,  and  child  care. 

Recent  BAWRC  surveys  of  the  neigh- 
borhood show  that  these  new  Hispanic  resi- 
dents have  settled  in  the  200  block  of 
Leavenworth,  the  600  block  of  O'Farrell, 
and  the  300  block  of  Leavenworth. 


While  many  of  these  new  residents 
find  the  Tenderloin's  rents  more  livable, 
they  fear  for  their  children's  safety.  For 
instance,  Vargas  says  their  hotel  at  270 
Turk  Street  is  not  a  safe  place  for  their  four 
children,  Julio,  age  3;  Cesar,  age  6;  and  the 
twin  girls,  Perla  and  Esmerelda,  age  -8. 
Because  of  problems  with  violence  and 
robbery,  the  management  has  hired  an  armed 
guard  to  keep  watch  at  night. 

Their  studio  apartment  would  be  pleas- 
ant for  one  person,  but  all  six  of  them  live 
there.  They  have  a  bunkbed  for  the  boys,  a 
sofabed  for  the  twins,  and  the  parents  sleep 
on  the  floor,  "wherever  we  can  find  room." 

While  there  are  many  other  Latino  fami- 
lies  in  the  building,  the  Vargas'  find  them- 
selves isolated,  lonely ,  and  concerned  about 
their  children's  welfare. 

Every  morning,  as  they  take  the  chil- 
dren to  the  bus  that  picks  them  up  on  the 
corner  of  Eddy  and  Taylor  to  take  them  to 
Daniel  Webster  Elementary  School,  "we 
see  people  injecting  drugs,  smoking  pipes, 
smoking  joints,"  says  Maricela. 

"And  the  children  know  what's  going 
on,"  Julio  says,  adding,  "My  three  year  old 
says  'look  at  the  man  smoking  crack,  papa.' 
We  are  afraid  of  the  influence  this  will  have 
on  our  children." 

The  children  aren't  allowed  outside  to 
play  on  the  sidewalk.  "We  are  worried  some 
addict  will  come  and  try  to  rob  them ,  or  take 
them  away  or  something  in  hopes  of  getting 
something.  But  we  can't  keep  them  inside 
this  small  room  all  day,"  said  Julio.  So  the 
children  play  in  the  grubby  hall,  which  has 
graffiti  and  dirty  smudges  covering  the  walls. 
Perla,  one  of  the  twins,  shows  a  visitor  a 
sizable  chunk  of  plaster  that  came  off  the 
wall  at  the  end  of  the  corridor.  "See  what  I 
found?"  she  said. 

Although  they  have  lived  in  the  build- 
ing for  over  a  year,  they  are  friendly  with 
few  other  families  in  the  building.  Julio 
says,  "I  don't  have  any  friends  in  the  build- 
ing because  I'm  afraid  of  problems."  There 
is  little  closeness  among  the  mostly  Latino 
residents  because  many  arc  recent  arrivals 
to  the  Tenderloin  from  different  Latin 
American  countries.  Most  are  from  Mexico 
and  El  Salvador,  but  there  arc  others  from 
Guatemala  and  Nicaragua  as  well. 


Jose,  a  clerk  at  the 
Maryland  Market  at 
the  corner  of 
Leavenworth  and 
Turk  streets  has  seen 
a  skyrocketing  of  the 
number  of  Latino 
families  in  lhe 
Tenderloin  in  recent 
years.  He  says  most 
of  the  families  are 
from  Mexico,  others 
are  from  Central 
American  countries, 
and.  like  himself,  left 
because  of  war  and 
persecution  in  their 
homelands. 
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Although  Mexicans  and  Central  Ameri- 
cans share  a  common  language,  nationalism 
and  cultural  differences  can  at  times  create 
tensions  between  the  groups.  "People  here 
don't  support  each  other,"  said  Julio.  This  is 
in  sharp  contrast  to  their  town  in  Mexico, 
where  neighbors  shared  a  real  sense  of  com- 
munity. 

"In  our  town,  everything  was  different, 
there  was  none  of  this,"  Maricela  says, 
gesturing  towards  the  window  facing 
Leavenworth  Street. 

Julio  nods,  saying,  "Yes,  there  were 
bars  where  we  lived.  But  not  so  much  drugs, 
so  many  assaults,  and  so  much  violence." 

They  feel  cut  off  from  their  family  in 
Mexico.  They  only  call  home  once  every 
two  or  three  months  because  they  can't 
afford  the  long-distance  telephone  charges. 

"We  are  alone  here,"  explains  Julio. 
"Sometimes,  we  are  full  of  sadness  when 
we  think  of  our  country  and  our  family. 
Sometimes,  it's  better  not  to  think  about  it." 

Now  the  Vargas'  would  like  to  return  to 
Mexico,  but  "with  the  bus  tickets  and  the 
meals  and  everything,  it  would  cost  us  at 
least  $1 .200,"  said  Julio.  They  are  working 
hard  to  save  money  and  expect  to  be  able  to 
leave  in  another  year. 

For  the  moment,  Julio,  who  works  for  a 


roofing  company,  earns  just  enough  tocover 
the  cost  of  rent,  food,  and  clothes  for  the 
children.  But,  because  of  the  winter  rains, 
work  has  been  sporadic.  Julio  says  his  boss 
calls  off  work  for  the  day  even  if  there  is  just 
a  30  or  40  percent  chance  of  rain. 

They  are  generally  left  with  no  money 
for  entertainment  or  any  emergency  that 
might  arise — and  they  don't  expect  things 
to  be  much  better  in  Mexico.  "Life  in  Mexico 
is  very  difficult  and  very  expensive  now, 
too,"  said  Maricela. 

Three  years  ago,  the  Vargas'  saw  the 
United  States  as  a  land  of  golden  opportuni- 
ties, as  a  paradise,  where  they  could  make  a 
lot  of  money  and  give  their  children  a  good 
education.  "Down  there,  we  were  always 
saying,  'Let's  go  north!  Let's  go  north  and 
we  can  make  some  money,'"  said  Julio. 

Instead,  they  found  a  country  mired 
deep  in  economic  recession.  "But  you  get 
here  and  the  reality  is  different.  You  realize 
that,  yes,  the  salaries  are  higher  [than  in 
Mexico],  but  also  the  cost  of  living  is  much, 
much  higher,"  said  Julio. 

Now  the  Vargas'  say  that  if  any  of  their 
friends  back  home  wanted  to  immigrate,  "I 
would  tell  them  that  the  reality  is  that  they 
shouldn't  come,"  said  Julio. 

— Manuel  Johnson  works  in  a  shelter  thai  serves 
homeless  Latinos. 


A  Dream  School  Envisioned  for  the  Tenderloin 


Here  is  an  excerpt  from  a  drawing  by  9-year-old  Rina  of  her  vision  of  a  Tenderloin  school. 


continued  from  page  1 

program"  at  Buena  Vista  Elementary 
School,  where  kindergarten  through  fifth 
grade  classes  are  taught  in  Spanish.  Vu-Duc 
Vuong,  executive  director  of  the  Center  for 
Southeast  Asian  Refugee  Resettlement,  sug- 
gests creating  a  multi-lingual  school  that 
would  offer  Cambodian,  Chinese,  Vietnam- 
ese and  Laotian  language  classes. 

"It  would  do  so  much  for  our  kids," 
Vuong  says.  "Right  now,  we're  telling  kids 
to  just  leam  English,  to  just  forget  about 
their  roots.  That  hurts  self-esteem  because 
they  feel  like  their  culture  is  not  appreci- 
ated." 

BAWRC's  Wilson  says  that  die  right 
strategy  is  important  for  success:  "We  can 
start  small,  but  there  are  dangers  to  doing 
that.  A  small  school  is  easy  for  the  school 
district  to  move  around,  easy  to  eliminate 
because  it  doesn't  have  a  firm  enough  base. 
We  want  to  go  for  the  whole  dream.  That 
means  buying  the  land  and  building  the 


school.  It  will  take  longer,  but  I  would  like 
to  see  us  get  exactly  what  we  want.  We 
think  this  neighborhood  deserves  it." 

Two  school  board  members,  Tom 
Ammiano  and  Leland  Yee,  have  expressed 
enthusiasm  about  the  idea.  "Getting  a  school 
in  the  Tenderloin  is  the  uppermost  on  my 
agenda,"  Yee  says,  adding  dial  he  is  helping 
to  find  a  site  for  the  school  and  plans  to  hold 
a  meeting  with  community  leaders  and  par- 
ents to  discuss  the  issue  within  a  few  months. 

But  some  say  a  neighborhood  school  is 
unnecessary  since  Redding  Elementary  is 
located  just  three  blocks  outside  the  Ten- 
derloin at  1491  Pine  Street  "Why  create  a 
new  school  when  mere's  one  in  the  neigh- 
borhood?" says  Marsha  Hunt.San  Francisco 
Unified  School  District's  spokeswoman. 

Even  the  principal  of  Redding  Elemen- 
tary agrees,  however,  that  the  Tenderloin 
needs  its  own  school,  pointing  to  the 
neighborhood's  growing  immigrant  popu- 
lation. She  explains  dial  "space  is  so  limited 
here  and  unfortunately,  we  have  to  turn 


(C)  Tenderloin  W.lkidion 

away  many  Tenderloin  parents."  Aboul450 
Tenderloin  children  attend  Redding  Elemen- 
tary. 

Furthermore,  advocates  argue  that  the 
Tenderloin  needs  a  grade  school  of  its  own 
so  it  could  double  as  a  "community  educa- 
tion center,"  which  would  offer  after-school 
and  weekend  programs  for  Tenderloin  resi- 
dents of  all  ages. 

Many  Tenderloin  parents  say  having  a 
neighborhood  school  would  also  make  it 
easier  to  visit  their  child's  classroom  and 
meet  with  teachers.  Most  don't  have  cars 
and  find  it  difficult  to  get  to  their  children's 
far-flung  schools. 

Some  parents  are  so  determined  to  at- 
tend parent-teacher  conferences  at  Treasure 
Island  that  they  hop  on  the  school  bus  with 
their  children  in  the  morning,  meeting  with 
the  teacher,  then  waiting  at  school  all  day 
for  the  school  bus  ride  home. 

Others  never  make  it  to  the  parent- 
teacher  conferences.  "I  would  like  to  go,  but 
I  work  all  day  and  the  school  is  so  faraway," 


says  Tuyet  Le,  whose  son,  Martin,  attends 
kindergarten  at  Treasure  Island  School. 

Says  Nina  Tu,  a  bi  lingual  Vietnamese 
teacher  at  Treasure  Island  School,  "We 
would  like  to  get  the  parents  involved  in  the 
classroom  as  a  way  to  promote  self-esteem 
among  the  kids.  But  we  can't  because  it  is 
too  difficult  for  most  parents  to  come  here." 
All  20  of  Tu's  students  live  in  the  Tender- 
loin. 

A  major  obstacle  is  finding  a  site  for  the 
school  in  the  already  dense  neighborhood. 
The  campaign's  site  committee  conducted  a 
neighborhood  drive-through  and  came  up 
with  12  potential  sites.  But  site  coordinator 
Jeanne  Comaskey  would  not  specify  their 
locations  because  they  have  not  yet  been 
researched. 

Another  problem  is  funding.  In  light  of 
continuing  school  budget  problems,  Hunt  of 
the  SFUSD  says,  "The  district  has  a  respon- 
sibility to  take  care  of  the  facilities  it  has 
before  they  create  new  ones.  We  are  cer- 
tainly not  going  to  build  any  new  schools." 

The  Tenderloin  Grade  School  Cam- 
paign is  still  in  the  research  phase.  Advo- 
cates say  they're  trying  to  find  out  what  type 
of  school  parents  want. 

One  option  is  creating  a  charter  school, 
like  the  recently-approved  Oakland  middle 
school.  These  schools  are  designed  and  run 
by  teachers  and  parents  in  the  neighborhood 
and  funded  by  private  and  public  money. 
They  require  the  approval  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Board  of  Education  and  10  percent  of 
the  teachers  in  the  school  district.  So  far, 
only  12  groups  in  California  have  applied 
for  charter  status.  A  new  stale  law  allows 
100  such  charter  schools  statewide. 

Despite  the  many  obstacles  to  her 
"dream"  school,  BAWRC's  Wilson  remains 
optimistic .  "I  believe  that  if  it  needs  to 
happen,  it  will  happen.  It  has  a  whole  lot  of 
support." 
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ANGUISH."  Henry's  wife  (tefl)  played  by  Tracy  Diep  and  his  mother,  played  by 
Channally  Phatavone,  are  disheartened  when  they  learn  Henry,  played  by  TimmyHoang.  has 
lost  his  father's  insurance  money  in  a  bad  business  deal  in  the  Vietnamese  Youth  Development's 
Center's  Vietnamese  adaptation  of  "A  Raisin  in  the  Sun.  a  classic  play  about  an  African- 
American  family's  struggles. 

A  Vietnamese  Take  on  M  A  Raisin  in  the  Sun,f 


by  Jon  Frauenfelder 

When  members  of  the  Vietnamese 
Youth  Development  Center's  arts  project 
decided  to  produce  a  Southeast  Asian  adapta- 
tion of  playwright  Lorraine  Hansberry's  "A 
Raisin  in  the  Sun",  they  did  not  expect  to  find 
so  many  parallels  between  their  own  lives 
and  the  30-year-old  play  dealing  with  an 
African-American  family's  struggle  for  a 
better  life. 

The  production,  which  opens  May  21 
at  Exitheatre  with  a  cast  of  Southeast  Asian 
youth  from  the  Tenderloin,  challenges  the 
cultural  stereotype  that  vast  differences  exist 
between  the  experiences  of  urban  African 
and  Asian  Americans. 

Since  its  debut  in  1959,  "A  Raisin 
in  the  Sun"  has  stood  as  one  of  the  best  plays 
la  depict  the  realities  of urban  life  for  African 

Americans  during  the  post-war  era  when 
many  relocated  from  rural  life  in  the  South  to 
the  dues  of  the  North.  The  story  of  a  family's 
struggle  for  a  better  life  is  reexamined  through 
the  experiences  of  the  Nguyens.  a  Vietnam- 
ese family  living  in  the  Tenderloin. 

The  idea  to  adapt  the  play  came 
from  one  of  the  teens  who  has  been  partici- 
pating in  YVDC's  arts  workshops.  "We  were 
interested  in  doing  an  established  play  and 
one  of  the  kids  said  he  had  read  "A  Raisin  in 
the  Sun"  in  school  and  liked  it."  said  Glades 
Perreras.  project  coordinator  at  the  VYDC 
and  co-director  of  the  production. 

When  Perreras  brought  the  idea  to 
Keith  Gricr,  director  of  A  Black  Box  Theatre 
and  a  veteran  of  more  than  30  productions 
who  has  been  active  in  exposing  Tenderloin 
youth  to  theater.  Perrerras  says  "Keith  was 
really  passionate  about  doing  the  play."  and 
agreed  to  act  as  produce/  and  co-director. 

Grier  is  at  the  forefront  of  cross- 
cultural  theater:  in  1992  he  directed  the  suc- 
cessful "MUSA-The  Jew  of  Ccuta",  a  ra- 
cially reversed  adaptation  of  "Othello"  with 
an  all -African- American  cast  and  Othello 
depicted  as  a  white  Jew. 


In  looking  at  HansbeTry's  script  to 
see  how  much  they  would  have  to  change  to 
adapt  it  to  contemporary  life  in  the  Tender- 
loin, the  adults  and  teens  were  amazed  by 
how  many  parallels  existed  between  the  origi- 
nal story  and  the  challenges  facing  Southeast 
Asian  families  today. 

Timmy  Hoang.  18.  plays  Henry 
Nguyen,  father  and  husband,  on  whom  the 
most  pressure  for  the  betterment  of  the  family 
rests.  Timmy  sees  no  difference  between 
people  of  any  ethnicity  trying  to  gain  a  better 
life,  only  how  they  go  about  it.  "People  are 
the  same  but  some  try  harder;  it  doesn't 
matter  whatracc  you  are.  We  all  have  to  work 
hard  to  get  what  we  want." 

Sokly  Ny.  18,  who  plays  Chandara 
South  jo,  a  character  who  has  sold  out  to  the 
mainstream,  sees  further  parallels  between 
the  way  upwardly  mobile  people  of  all  races 
forget  where  they  come  from.  "They  look 
down  on  us  and  act  white  and  think  they're 
better  than  us  when  they're  our  people.  We 
look  up  to  people  who  have  done  well  but  we 
sec  that  they  have  lost  their  culture.' 

The  title  of  the  play  is  taken  from  the 
African- American  poet  Langston  Hughes' 
poem  "Harlem",  in  which  he  asks"  "What 
happens  to  a  dream  defcrred?/Does  it  dry  up/ 
Like  a  raisin  in  the  sun?'"  The  youths  in- 
volved in  the  play  have  been  able  to  sec  that 
dreams  of  people  in  a  tough  situation  are  the 
same.  "The  actors  have  told  me  that  the 
arguments  that  the  parents  have  in  the  play 
sound  just  like  the  ones  they've  heard  their 
own  parents  having,"  Perreras  says. 

"A  Raisin  in  the  Sun"  will  be  per- 
formed at  EXTThcatre,  366  Eddy  St,  begin- 
ning May  20  on  Thursdays,  Fridays  and  Sat- 
urdays at  7:30  p.m.  through  May  29.  Tickets 
will  be  $8  and  $5  for  students,  with  Thurs- 
days being  "Pay  What  You  Can"  nights.  A 
special  fundraising  performance  with  a  post- 
show  reception  will  be  held  on  May  21  with 
tickets  at  $50.  Call  EXITheatre  Box  Office  at 
673-3847  for  res ervations. 
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May  6th 

Pride  and  Prejudice: 

Join  and  meet  other 
young  lesbian,  bisexual 
and  gay  people  under  23 
in  discussions  on  what 
they  don't  teach  you  in 
school  about  lesbian,  gay 
and  bisexual  history, 
relationships,  and  sex. 
Speakers,  films  and 
refreshments.  Thursdays 
at  the  Lyon-Martin 
Women's  Health  Ser- 
vices, 1  748  Market  St. 
(at  Valencia),  Suite  201 . 
Phone  (415)  565-7681 
for  more  info. 
Craft  Program:  Make 
something  for  Mother's 
Day  at  3:30  p.m.  in  the 
Children's  Dept.  of  the 
Main  Library.  For  chil- 
dren ages  6  and  older. 
Phone  (415)  557-4554 
for  more  info.  Free. 

Vi/ioK/  &  voice/ 

Paintings:  The  509 
Cultural  Center  Annex 
and  the  Luggage  Store 
present  the  works  of 
Josee  Andrei  and  Jack 
Hirschman.  Located  at 
1007  Market  St.  Runs 
until  May  1  5th.  Phone 
(415)  255-5971  for 
more  info. 

May  5th 

Circles  of  Hope:  Ser- 
vice Providers/ 
Caregivers,  come  enjoy 
from  1 1:45. a.m. -12  p.m. 
a  time  of  worship  and 
from  12-1  p.m.  lunch  and 
a  discussion  and  reflec- 
tion upon  your  life  and 
your  work.  Wednesdays 
at  the  Tenderloin  Com- 
munity Church,  385  Eddy 
St.  Sponsored  by  the  SF 
Network  Ministries. 
Phone  (415)  252-5627 
for  more  info.  Free. 


-Compiled  by  Moki  Eitz 
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May  12th 

Senior  Rally:  Senior 
Power,  Senior  Action 
Network  and  Planning 
For  The  Elders  In  the 
Central  City  will  hold  a 
rally  in  Sacramento's 
East  Capitol  Park.  There 
will  be  speakers  on 
health  care  reform,  jobs, 
SSI,  IHSS,  and  the  bud- 
get. For  more  info,  phone 
(415)  541-9629. 

May  16th 
Swinging  Seniors: 

Join  residents  of  more 
than  28  different  com- 
munities from  the  Bay 
Area  to  Sacramento  in 
their  14th  Annual  Senior 
Prom.  Held  at  the  Grand 
Ballroom  of  the  San 
Francisco  Hilton  Hotel. 
Phone  Loren  Sanborn  at 
(415)  391-4321  or  Bob 
Prettyman  at  (415)  931- 
2325  for  more  info. 

May  13th 

Theatre  on  the  Edge: 

Central  YMCA  announces 
its  Inaugural  Season 
with  an  Urban  Trilogy 
for  1  993.  First  in  line  is 
"People  Are  Living 
There"  by  Athol  Fugard. 
Runs  through  May  30. 
Tickets  are  $7-10.  The- 
atre is  located  on  the 
2nd  Fir.  of  the  Central  Y, 
220  Golden  Gate  Ave. 
Phone  (415)  885-0460 
for  more  info. 

May  23rd 

"Rent  Trek:  The  Next 
Location"  Join  The 
Housing  Committee  at 
Old  St.  Mary's  in  moving 
to  its  new  location  at 
1 1 1  Jones  St.  Begins  at 
12  p.m.  at  Old  St.  Mary's 
Church  on  California  St. 
and  proceeds  to  its  new 
location.  Special  fes- 
tivities are  planned  for 
after  the  walk.  For  more 
info.,  phone  Kim  Kruckel 
at  398-0724. 
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When  the  Cold  Wind  Blows 

Leaving  home  at  a  young  age  seems 
to  be  a  good  Idea; 

Young  and  Bold  with  nothing  to  fear. 

Traveling  from  one  end  of  the 

country  to  the  other; 

missing  no  one  but  my  mother. 

Remembering  the  cold  nights  In 
Las  Vegas  and  Reno; 
walking  the  streets  In  Ice  and  snow, 
but  nobody  knows  you  when  the 
cold  wind  blow. 

Began  to  sob,  can't  find  a  Job 
call  my  cousin  Bob, 
To  borrow  Ten  to  find  out  the 
trouble  and  debt  he's  in. 


Walk  down  to  the  railroad  gate, 
to  hop  a  freight; 

only  to  find  out  I'm  an  hour  too  late. 

Remembering  my  mother  on  her 

knees,  In  church  saying; 

you  reap  what  you  sow 

But  nobody  knows  you  when  the 

cold  wind  blow. 

Find  a  place  In  the  weeds  to 
Ful-FUl  my  needs, 
But  up  pops  a  cop  saying;  1  know 
what  you  need  3  hots  and  a  cot. 

In  jail  for  one  night,  man  this 
night  sure  went  slow, 
Tommorrow  back  on  the  streets 
where  nobody  know  you  when  the 
cold  wind  blow. 

Slip  on  the  Greyhound,  man  1 
got  to  blow  this  town. 


Headed  for  old  Frisco  hoping 
someone  knows  my  name  when 
the  cold  wind  blow. 

Looking  up  and  down  the  Frisco 
hills; 

social  workers  says  Glide's  the 
only  meal. 

Man  can't  find  a  place  to  stay 
think  I'm  going  to  apply  for  G.A. 

Spending  my  dough  slow,  hoping 
I'm  able  to  beat  the  cold 
wind  when  It  blow. 

I  think  I  will  go  to  school,  to 
write  about  mankind  and  the 
broken  golden  rule. 

Maybe  one  day  you'll  remember 
I  told  you  so,  you'll  meet  someone 
walking  the  Tenderloin  Row. 


That  will  tell  you  all  about  what 
I  know 

Leaving  home  young  and  feeling  the 
cold  wind  that  blow. 

-Reuben  Anderson 


Tenderloin  Hero 

She  comes  each  day  to  Boeddeker  Park, 

Baby  brother  on  her  hip, 

Uttle  sister  by  the  hand 

To  paint  and  paste  and  skip  and  sing 

When  school  Is  out. 

She  struggles  to  be  a  child 

In  this  unfamiliar  land. 

Burdens  of  a  mother, 

Hopes  of  a  child. 

Sweet  Survivor. 

Courageous  Hero  to  us  all, 

The  little  girl  who  comes  each  day 

to  Boeddeker  Park. 

-Jan  McMillan^ 
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Dottie's  True  Blue  Cafe  -  522 

Jones  Street.  Dishes  from  scratch 
and  fresh  to  order,  including 
strawberry  pancakes,  yogurt, 
juices,  coffee  and  soup.  Lunch 
specials  offer  pizzas,  pastas  and 
more.  Senior  discount  menu  is 
available  from  9:30am  -  11am. 
Price  range:  $1.25  -  $8.  Open  7 
days,  7  am  -  2  pm.  All  day  break- 
fasts. Sat.  and  Sun.  lunches  from 
11:30  am  -  2  pm  and  breakfast 
from  7am- lpm.  885-2767. 

Due  Ky  Resturant 

492  Ellis  Street.  A  top  vote-getter 
in  the  1989  Tenderloin  Times  res- 
taurant contest.  Items  includecat- 
fish  hot  &  sour  soup,  seafood  fire 
pot,  and  barbecued  pork  over  rice. 
Price  range:  $3-  $4.75.  Open  7 
days,  9am-9pm.  928-5188. 

Nam  Thanh  Restaurant  499  Ellis 
(at  Leavenworth).  A  new  Ameri- 
can corner  cafe  with  hunger- 
quenching,  affordable  meals. 
Dishes  include  3  eggrolls  for  only 
a  buck,  3-egg  omelette  ($2.99),  2 
eggs  &  bacon  ($1.60).  Also  serving 
terrivaki  chicken  ($2.89)  and  sand- 
wiches. Price  range:  $1 -$3.50.  Open 
7  days  a  week,  from  6:30  am-7:30 
pm.  292-4986. 

NEW  STAR  CAFE-400  Eddy 
Street.  Special  Combination  Plate 
includes  shrimp,  sweet  and  sour 
pork,  barbecued  pork  fried  rice 
and  chicken  chow  mein.  South 
Sea  Chicken  is  made  with  the  high- 
est quality  chicken  available  and 
comes  with  garlic  fried  rice  and  a 
ginger  and  plum  sauce.  Prices: 
$2.95-$4.95.  771-9690 


Whc  s  lict  in 
the  ritchen! 
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Photo:  Jennifer  Cheek 
Chefs  ai  Brother  Junipers. 

by  Charles  Augustine 

Brother  Juniper's  Restaurant,  at  1065 
Sutter  Street  (near  Larkin),  is  one  of  the 
local's  preferred  places  to  have  breakfast. 
It's  popularity  is  due  in  part  to  its  serene, 
"earthy"  atmosphere,  but  most  of  all  for  its 
food. 

The  staff  at  Brother  Juniper's  strives  to 
put  out  a  wholesome  meal  at  a  moderate 
price.  They  use  organic  ingredients  as  often 
as  possible.  Juices  are  fresh  squeezed  and 


soups  are  made  from  scratch,  and  they  bake 
all  their  pastries  on  the  premises.  The 
"award- winning"  whole  grain  bread  (which 
the  restaurant  is  named  after)  that  can  be 
purchased  here  comes  from  Brother 
Juniper's  Bakery  in  nearby  Santa  Rosa. 

Brother  Juniper's  even  lakes  into  con- 
sideration the  environment  an  animal  was 
raised  in.  They  use  only  "free-range  eggs" 
in  their  dishes,  ones  that  come  from  "roam- 
ing chickens." 

Only  the  highest  quality  of  food  is 
served.  For  instance,  the  "Spicy  Decent 
Breakfast,"  which  is  a  very  popular  item  on 
the  menu,  is  made  with  Bruce  Adellc  sau- 
sage, one  of  the  better  names  in  Cajun 
sausages.  The  blueberry  Pancakes  and 
French  toast  are  also  favorites  and  come 
with  real  maple  syrup.  The  blintzes  are 
accompanied  by  sauces  made  on  the  pre- 
mises. The  Green  Chili  &  Cheese  omelette, 
formerly  Fred's  Special,  is  topped  with  sour 
cream  and  salsa  and  is  this  reviewer's  favor- 
ite dish.  At  $5.20  it's  a  hearty  meal  and  not 
loo  costly. 

If  the  quality  of  the  food  and  the  atmo- 
sphere aren't  enough  to  lure  you  in,  the 
money  spent  here  goes  to  a  great  cause;  its 
earnings  are  funneled  next  door  to  Raphael 
House,  an  organization  which  provides  food 
and  housing  to  homeless  families,  women, 
and  children.  The  Raphael  House  gives 
people  a  place  to  stay  for  as  long  as  they 
need,  which  averages  about  three  to  four 
weeks,  while  aiding  them  in  getting  their 
lives  together.  The  "Christ  the  Savior  Broth- 
erhood", who  manages  Raphael  House, 
helps  people  residing  there  to  find  employ- 
ment, housing  and  importantly,  to  rebuild 
their  self-esteem. 

The  prevailing  school  of  thought  at 
Raphael  House  might  be  that:  the  tempo- 
rary handout  does  not  work!  Thomas 
Langden,  who  manages  the  restaurant  with 


his  wife,  Sara,  explains:  "We  try  to  establish 
a  place  where  ihe  emphasis  is  to  keep  the 
family  intact.  We  take  into  consideration 
their  history,  needs,  and  hopes  and  plans  for 
the  future...." 

Brother  Juniper's  seals  40  and  the  res- 
taurant is  open  Monday  to  Friday,  7  a.m.  to 
2  p.m.  and  Saturdays  7  a.m.  to  12:30  am. 
They  serve  breakfast  all  day  and  meals 
average  $5.  Call  771-8929  for  more  infor- 
mation. 

— Charles  Augustine  is  a  contributing  writer 
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COOD  FOOD  — 

DIRT  CHEAP 

7M  OFARRELL 


NEW  *  STAR 


Vietnamese  and  Chinese  Cuisine 


Whole  Crispy  Fish 
Cam  Ca  Chien 

South  Sea  Chicken 
Cam  Ga  Hai  Nam 

Five  Spice  Chicken 
Cam  Ga  Ngu  Vi 

msmm\p]ti 

Combination  Plate 


Open  7  Days  a  Week  9:30-9:00 
400  Eddy  Street  San  Francisco  CA  94109 
771-9690 


Dilc  Ky  Restaurant 


We  serve  all  kinds  of  Chinese  and 
Vietnamese  foods  such  as: 

•  Seafood  rice  noodle  soup  or  seafood  egg  noodle  soup 

•  Egg  mixed,  shredded  &  BBQ  pork  over  rice 

•  Imperial  Roll  &  BBQ  pork  with  rice  noodle 

•  Sauteed  prawn  with  pepper  and  salt 

•  Combination  chow  fun  or  chow  mein 

•  Sauteed  catfish  cooked  in  clay  pot 

•  Catfish  hot  &  sour  soup  •  Shrimp  &  jellyfish  salad 

•  Seafood  fire  pot  *  Chicken  salad 

Nha  hang  chung  toi  co  nhieii 
mon  an  Hoa  va  Viet  nhu: 

i 

•  Hu  tie*u  hay  mi  seafood 


•  Lau  seafood 


•  Hu  rieu  hay  mi  xao  thap  c3m 

•  Canh  chua  ca  being  lao 

•  Ca  kho  to 

•  Tom  rang  mu'8i 


•  Com  xudn  bi  cha 

•  Bun  cha  gio  thit  nildng 

•  Coi  su*a  t6m 

•  cSi  ga  xe  phay 
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tMVSGltitfiti  Sti  MVSUStVS 
491  ELLIS  STREET' 

San  Francisco,  C  A  94102 
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Open  Daily:  9:00  a.m.-9:00  p.m. 

(415)  928-5188 


Questions  Surround  City'sCode  Enforcement  Device 


by  Brian  Shott 

As  a  building  owner  battles  the  city  to  keep 
his  contested  property,  a  city  program  to  fight 
urban  blight  may  be  in  danger  because  of  alleg- 
edly poor  planning,  confusion  over  the  role  of 
the  city-appointed  receiver,  conflict  of  interest 
charges,  and  even  alleged  death  threats. 

In  1989  City  Attorney  Louise  Renne 
launched  what  she  called  a  "groundbreaking" 
receivership  program  aimed  at  75  to  100  build- 
ings with  hazardous  and  life-threatening  build- 
ing conditions.  Under  the  program,  the  court 
enforces  its  housing  codes  by  appointing  a  re- 
ceiver who  steps  into  the  shoes  of  the  recalcitrant 
owner  to  bring  the  building  up  to  code. 

In  the  last  four  years,  the  City  Attorney's 
Office  has  placed  three  properties  under  receiv- 
ership, but  only  the  first — at  2755  -57  23rd  Street 
in  the  Mission — has  been  successful.  One  other 
is  on  appeal  and  the  third,  also  on  appeal — at  5 1 1 
Leavenworth — has  now  become  a  complex  test 
case  for  the  enure  program,  according  to  a  tele- 
phone interview  with  City  Attorney  Louise 
Renne. 

"If  he  [the  owner  of  511  Leavenworth] 
destroys  the  program,  it  docs  a  real  disservice  to 
low-income  people  in  this  city,"  said  Renne. 

Placed  into  receivership  in  February  1992 
and  returned  to  the  owner  on  an  appeal  in  No- 
vember 1992,  the  Leavenworth  building  sits 
nearly  vacant  pending  the  appeal  to  be  decided 
later  this  year.  Perry  Shers.  the  owner  of  511 
Leavenworth,  vows  to  hold  onto  his  property 
and  is  confident  he  will  win  the  appeal. 

Shers  charges  that  the  city  receiver.  Rich- 
ard Riley,  acted  improperly  by  being  both  the 
general  contractor  that  rehabilitates  the  building 
as  well  as  the  receiver,  an  agent  of  the  court 
selected  by  the  City  Attorney's  Office  and  em- 
powered to  take  control  of  the  property  and  bring 
the  building  back  up  to  code. 

Riley,  who  has  a  general  contractor's  li- 
cense and  a  construction  company,  claims  Deputy 
City  Attorney  Suzanne  Tollefson.  who  handled 
his  receiver  application  and  interview,  told  him 
there  was  no  problem  with  him  playing  these  two 
roles. 

"It  was  the  intent  of  the  City  Attorney's 
Office  that  I  would  be  doing  the  work,"  said 
Riley.  "I  wouldn't  have  gotten  into  it  in  the  first 
place,  otherwise."  He  added  that  he  now  under- 
stands that  the  combined  role  is  not  working. 

According  to  Hastings  Professor  Emeritus 
Julian  Levi,  a  national  expert  on  receiverships, 
having  a  receiver  also  act  as  a  general  contractor 
for  the  same  property  can  be  troublesome. 

"You  emit' I  have  the  same  person  doing  the 

work,  and  at  the  same  tune,  passing  on  the 
adequacy  of  the  work,"Levi  said.  "It's  a  bad  idea 
unless  you 're  scrupulously  careful  about  it.  You'd 
belter  be  terribly,  terribly  sure  about  the  account- 
ing." He  added  that  some  kind  of  specific  moni- 
toring system  would  have  to  be  set  up  if  the 
receiver  were  appointed  general  contractor. 

Tollefson  declined  to  comment  on  Riley's 
statement  or  whether  such  a  monitoring  system 
had  been  put  in  place. 

The  Receivership  Concept 

The  city  is  facing  an  incredible  backlog  of 
2,100  buildings  with  violations  unabated  for  at 
least  six  months,  an  ongoing  investigation  of 
Bureau  of  Building  Inspection  (BBI)  inspectors 
for  ethics  violations,  and  an  organized  tenant 
campaign  against  the  BBI  for  the  lack  of  code 
enforcement  in  residential  hotels.  The  city  may 
find  it  attractive  to  shift  responsibility  for  code 
enforcement  from  BBI  to  the  courts. 

Under  the  receivership  concept,  the  court- 
appointed  receiver  takes  control  of  the  building 
and  uses  the  owner '  s  assets  to  finance  repairs  and 


rehabilitation.  The  receiver  is  empowered  to 
collect  the  rental  income,  to  secure  bank  loans 
with  the  property,  and  may  even  sell  the  building 
to  pay  for  bringing  it  back  to  code. 

The  city 's  receivership  program  is  modeled 
after  one  begun  in  Chicago  by  Professor  Levi, 
where  he  coordinated  thousands  of  abandoned 
HUD  properties  that  were  rehabilitated  under 
receivership.  After  a  14-month  joint  effort  begun 
in  1988  between  the  City  Attorney's  Office  and 
Hastings'  Public  Law  Institute,  founded  by  Levi, 
the  city  launched  the  program  by  praising  Pro- 
fessor Levi's  efforts:  "Our  office  was  blessed 
with  the  opportunity  to  tap  the  special  expertise, 
creativity,  and  first-hand  experience  offered  by 
Julian  Levi...." 

But  Levi  himself  is  not  happy  with  the 
city's  latest  efforts  at  51 1  Leavenworth.  "I  was 
very  skeptical  of  this  property  [at  511 
Leavenworth]  being  placed  under  receivership," 
says  Levi.  "With  a  multiple-unit  building  with  a 
history  of  code  violations,  you  have  to  be  very, 
very  careful."  adding  that  it  is  the  hardest  type  of 
building  to  successfully  put  under  receivership. 

At  the  time  Riley  was  appointed  as  re- 
ceiver, only  Shers  and  two  other  tenants  paying 
token  rents  were  living  there,  making  rental 
income  insubstantial.  Furthermore,  Riley  has 
been  unsuccessful  in  obtaining  a  loan  against  the 
brick  building.  This  doesn't  surprise  real  estate 
experts  who  point  to  a  depressed  real  estate 
market  and  the  reluctance  of  banks  to  make  loans 
on  brick  buildings  facing  earthquake  retrofit- 
ting. 

Experts  studying  the  receivership  concept 
specify  that  the  city  should  have  a  fund  set  up  for 
rehabilitating  buildings  placed  under  receiver- 
ship. 

Otherwise,  "the  receiver  wails  in  line  with 
everyone  else — another  starving  child,  another 
empty  mouth  waiting  to  be  fed,"  said  a  housing 
attorney  who  asked  not  to  be  identified. 

With  no  money  from  rents  or  loans,  Riley 
has  had  to  pursue  the  city  foT  funds.  In  paying 
Riley  what  the  City  Attorney's  office  calls  "an 
advance  on  expenses,"  the  city  has  had  to — at 
least  temporarily — renege  on  its  promise  of  us- 
ing only  the  "current  owner's  assets  rather  than 
public  funds,"  as  Renne's  1989  press  release 
states.  Because  of  the  funding  nightmare.  Riley 
has  chosen  to  withdraw  from  the  receivership. 
From  Courtroom  Drama  to  Soap  Opera 

The  City  Attorney's  Office  may  have  erred 
in  other  ways  as  well,  according  to  others  famil- 
iar with  the  case.  Lawyers  knowledgeable  about 
conflict  of  interest  issues  say  that  the  relation- 


Churches  of  Christ, 
Scientists 
in  San  Francisco 


All  are  welcome  to 
attend  a  neighborhood 
Christian  Science 
Church  any 
Sunday 

California  and  Franklin  Sts  11AM 

655  Dolores  St.  (English)  10:30AM 

655  Dolores  St.  (Spanish)  9:00AM 

1250  Haight  St  11AM 

300  Funston  Ave.  (at  clement)  10AM 

450  0'Farrell  St  11AM 

175  junipero  Serra  Blvd...  11AM  &  8  PM 
3030  Judah  St.  at  36th  Ave.  ..  10: 30AM 

We  Teach  the  Ever  Availability 
of  Spiritual  Healing 


It's  the  radio  station 
your  mother  always 
warned  you  about. 

( And  if  that's  not  a  good  enough  reason  to  listen ,  nothing  is.) 


"We  in  code  enforcement  aren't  here  to 
punish  people,"  Fox  said.  "I  felt  that  it  was 
unnecessary  to  single  out  the  owners  in  this 
case — 5 1 1  Leavenworth  — as  it  would  only  com- 
plicate matters  more." 

While  the  city  may  not  be  eager  to  discuss 
its  difficulties  at  51 1  Leavenworth,  it  is  taking 
steps  to  ensure  that  future  receiverships  go  more 
smoothly.  According  to  Renne,  two  more  attor- 
neys have  been  hired  onto  the  Code  Enforcement 
Task  Force,  with  a  third  to  be  hired  later.  Opera- 
tion Reviializauon  has  given  $38,000  to  the  City 
Auomey's  Office  to  give  its  code  enforcement 
more  teeth.  Money  is  being  sought  for  a  feasibil- 
ity fund. 

Renne  says  that  the  receivership  program 
will  focus  on  the  Tenderloin  and  the  Mission. 

"We  plan  to  use  the  receiverships  in  a 
variety  of  situations."  she  told  the  Times,  and 
added,  "If  we  lose  this  case,  the  people  of  the 
Tenderloin  will  be  ill  served." 
—Josh  Brandon,  Jeremy  Hay,  and  Julie  Scheff 
contributed  to  this  report 

Brian  Shott  is  a  local  freelance  writer  who  writes 
articles  about  the  Tenderloin. 

Cambodia's  First 
Free  Elections 

With  elections  scheduled  for  May  23 
through  27  in  Cambodia,  there  is  growing  con- 
cern among  voters  about  whether  their  vole  will 
be  anonymous.  Forty  percent  of  those  polled  in 
an  informal  survey  of  50  people  by  the  Phnom 
Post  said  they  didn't  know  whether  their  vote 
would  be  secret. 

Head  of  the  UN  Electoral  Component 
Reginald  Austin  was  not  surprised  to  hear  the 
disinformation  that  was  spreading  about  the  up- 
coming elections.  He  said  some  had  reported 
that  the  State  of  Cambodia  had  a  satellite  that 
could  see  for  whom  a  person  was  voting.  Others 
feared  the  government  could  detect  voters' 
choices  by  fingerprints  they  left  on  the  ballots. 

"Our  job  is  to  really  persuade  people  that 
ultimately,  no  matter  how  foul  anybody  is  to  you. 
as  long  as  you  get  to  the  polling  station  and 
you're  alive,  your  vote  is  in  your  head  and  it 
belongs  to  you,  and  nobody,  but  nobody,  is  going 
to  know  how  you're  voting,"  said  Austin. That's 
the  ultimate  guarantee  which  we  have  and  which 
we  believe  we  can  deliver." 

—reported  in  Phnom  Penh  Poll.  April  9-22, 1993 


ship  between  the  receiver,  his  legal  counsel,  and 
the  deputy  city  attorney  responsible  for  code 
enforcement  presents  at  least  an  appearance  of  a 

violation  of  legal  ethics. 

Receiver  Richard  Riley's  attorney  on  the 
5 1 1  Leavenworth  case  is  Gregory  M.  Fox  of  the 
law  firm  Bertram!,  Fox.  Elliot  &  Conn,  who  was 
himself  once  a  deputy  city  attorney  for  San 
Francisco.  He  is  also  the  brother  of  David  Smith 
Fox.  the  lead  deputy  city  attorney  heading  the 
City  Attorney's  Code  Enforcement  Team — and 
who  is  the  primary  deputy  city  attorney  respon- 
sible for  the  properties  to  be  placed  under  court- 
ordered  receivership. 

"If  you  call  any  attorney  sensitive  toclhical 
issues,  they  would  say  that  no  one  in  public  work 
should  put  himself  in  this  position."  said  the 
housing  attorney  who  asked  not  to  be  identified. 

Professor  Levi,  when  asked  about  the  Fox 
brothers  and  their  involvement  in  the  511 
Leavenworth  receivership  case,  said,  "It's  un- 
fortunate. I  don't  know  if  it  is  legal,  but  it's  unfair 
to  the  court.  The  court  ought  to  be  able  to  rely  on 
the  receiver  getting  totally  disinterested  legal 
advice." 

City  Attorney  Renne  said  she  has  no  prob- 
lem with  the  relationship  because  "it  was  ap- 
proved by  the  court." 

Owner  Shers  alleges  in  court  documents 
that  the  Fox  brothers  are  also  conferring  with 
Riley  about  the  receivership  and  should  not  be 
doing  so.  Professor  Levi  also  believes  that  "It's 
not  a  wise  thing  for  the  City  Attorney  to  get  in  a 
position  where  there's  this  kind  of  indirect  com- 
munication." 

But,  in  a  bizarre  soap  opera  twist  to  this 
case,  the  City  Attorney's  Office  says  that  such 
discussions  were  necessary  because  Shers  alleg- 
edly made  death  threats  to  both  Richard  Riley, 
the  receiver,  and  to  Judge  Stuart  Pollak,  who  is 
hearing  the  case. 

Shers  himself  admits  and  the  SFPD  con- 
firms that  he  was  arrested,  booked,  and  jailed  for 
10  days  on  the  charges.  Shers  says  the  charges 
were  reduced  to  malicious  mischief  after  two 
key  witnesses  recanted  their  testimony. 
What  May  Happen  Next? 

During  a  discussion  of  plans  for  code  en- 
forcement reform  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  at 
a  recent  Government  and  Efficiency  Committee 
meeting.  Supervisor  Terence  Hall  in  an  asked 
David  Smith  Fox  about  receiverships  in  San 
Francisco.  In  his  response.  Fox  made  no  mention 
of  any  of  the  city's  receivership  attempts. 

The  Times  asked  Fox  why  he  dodged  the 
question. 


c 


hoices 


"J  can't  believe  I  did  it  " 
I  made  my  own  funeral  arrangements 
and  paid  for  it  in  full. 

I  chose  cremation  with 
a  funeral  scattering  at  sea. 
My  Neptune  Society  Membership  Card 
ensures  my  services  and  my  peace  of  mind. 

I  never  worry, 
"  What  will  happen  to  me  when  I  die?  " 

That  decision  and  choice  are  made. 

Neptune  Society 

cremation  &  memorial  services 

2740  Hyde  Street,  #100  San  Francisco,  CA  94109 
(415)  771-0717 


I  YES!  I  want  information  about  membership. 

J  Name:  __ 

I  Address:  

City:  


1 


State: 


Zip: 


Phone: 


L. 


TEN  193 
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Books  in  40  Languages  at  the  Main  Library's  Children's  Room 


by  Richard  Livingston 

Jimmy  Pierre,  a  16-year-old  whose 
Vietnamese  name  is  Thach  Ngoc  Duong, 
reads  the  foreign  language  books  in  the 
children's  room  of  the  Main  Library  at 
Civic  Center  to  practice  his  Vietnamese — 
which  is  the  only  language  spoken  in  his 
family — and  to  Icam,  he  says  shyly,  about 
"Vietnamese  style:  how  to  talk  to  ladies  and 
stuff." 

Thach  Ngoc  Duong  is  one  of  the  young 
or  not- so- young  people  who  check  oul6,000 
to  9,000  books  every  year  from  the 
Children's  Room.  Weekly  activities  in  the 
Children's  Room  range  from  Chinese  Chess 
to  cross  cultural  storytelling  for  children 
and  their  parents. 

Elizabeth  Nnodim,  9,  likes  to  come  to 
the  library  because,  "it  has  different  kinds  of 
books  and  you  can  learn  about  different 
countries."  She  says  her  family  is  from 
Nigeria  in  Africa  as  she  watches  her  11- 
year-old  brother  Eugene  play  chess  against 
John  Nguyen. 

At  only  6  years  old,  John  Nguyen  is  a 
warrior  on  the  chess  board.  "Oh  When  the 
Samis  Come  Marching  In,"  Nguyen  sings 
as  his  chess  pieces  march  across  the  board. 
Eugene  is  getting  a  lot  of  help  from  an 
eniourageof  onlookers.  "Kill  iL  The  Knight. 
Do  it!"  crows  a  chorus  of  kids'  voices.  But 
finally  Nguyen,  leaning  on  top  of  the  table, 
shouts  triumphantly  "Your  King  is  dead 
and  that's  mate!" 

At  the  same  table  Hang  Lam,  9,  and 
Nina  Harris,  1 0,  are  quietly  playing  Scrabble. 
Both  are  in  the  fourth  grade,  Hang  at  Trea- 
sure Island  elementary  school,  and  Nina  at 
John  SwetL  They  use  their  Chess  Club 
membership  card  to  get  the  Scrabble  game 
and  the  Official  Scrabble  Players  Dictio- 
nary from  the  librarian.  The  two  girls  take 
turns  spelling  out  words  on  the  Scrabble 
board  like  "Joy,  Pay,  Date,  Room,  Zen, 
Song." 

Hang  says  she  likes  to  read  fairy  tales 
about  "ogres  and  witches  and  stuff."  In 
between  Scrabble  moves  Nina  is  reading 
The  Moon  Lady,  a  novel  by  Amy  Tan. 


The  four  librarians  and  support  staff- 
including  two  high  school  students  from  the 
Vietnamese  Youth  Development  Center — 
help  young  people  check  out  books  from  the 
largest  collection  of  children's  books  in  San 
Francisco,  including  books  in  40  different 
languages  such  as  Vietnamese,  Chinese, 
Thai,  Laotian,  Spanish  and  Korean. 

"I  want  kids  to  know  mat  they  can 
come  here  and  take  books  out  and  it's  free," 
said  Librarian  John  Philbrook.  Because 
Philbrook  was  awarded  $5, 000 a  year  by  the 
San  Francisco  Foundation  with  their 
Koshland  Civic  Unity  Award,  he  has  been 
able  to  purchase  books  for  the  Children's 
library  in  Vietnamese,  Chinese,  Thai,  Cam- 
bodian, Laotian,  Korean,  and  Spanish.  In- 
cluded in  his  purchase  is  a  bamboo,  accor- 
dion-like portable  library  from  the  Thai 
Chapter  of  the  International  Board  on  Books 
for  Youth.  Designed  to  travel  between  vil- 
lages in  Thailand,  this  is  the  only  one  in  the 
states,  as  far  as  Philbrook  knows. 


Richard  Livingston  is  the  managing  director  of 
Exitheatre. 


CHILDREN'S  ROOM 

MAIN  LIBRARY 

Larkin  &  McAllister  Streets 


Hours: 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 


10-6 
12-9 
10-6 
10-6 
12-6 
10-6 
Closed 


Closed  Fridays,  May  28  and  June  18 


Some  popular  Children's 
books  at  the  library  are: 

The  Monkey  King  Series 
by  Wu  Cheng-En 

This  Chinese  classic  adapted  into  several 
series  for  different  ages.  The  library  has 
it  in  Vietnamese,  Chinese,  Korean, 
French,  and  English. 

Thi  Spot  Bpoto 
by  Eric  Hill 

The  American  classic  for  young  people 
about  the  dog  Spot  is  available  in  Viet- 
namese, Chinese,  Hindi,  American  Sign 
Language,  English  and  other  languages. 

The  Alana  Scries 
by  Tamora  Pierce 

A  medieval  fantasy  about  a  girl  who 
becomes  a  knight. 


At  the  library's 
Friday  afternoon 
chess  club, 
Jennifer  Hsu  plays 
Chinese-Vietnam- 
ese chess  against 
Billy.  She  learned 
the  game  growing 
up  in  Taiwan  and 
he  in  Vietnam. 
Behind  them  are 
books  on  Ameri- 
can History 
including  Ghost 
Towns  of  the 
American  West. 
The  Story  of  Ellis 
Island,  and  The 
Incredible  Sixties. 
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Rediscover  Your  YMCA! 


•Hotel 

Daily  &  Weekly  Rates 

•Senior  s  Program 

Fitness  Classes 
Strength  Training 
Language  Lessons 
Monthly  Dances 
Trips 

•Literacy  School 

For  Native  Chinese  and 
Spanish  speakers 
learning  English 

•Cafe  Central 

Serving  Breakfast  and  Lunch 


Geotra/ . 


V      SPIRIT  J 


® 


Serving  our  Community  lor  over  80  years 


Central  YMCA 
220  Golden  Gate 

(@  Leavenworth) 
San  Francisco,  CA 
94102 

(415)885-0460 


•  Fitness  Programs 

Aerobics 
Aquatics 
Cardiac  Therapy 
Weight  Equipment 
Nautilus  &  Lite  Circuit 
Volleyball 
Basketball 
Badminton 
Strength  Training 

•Theater 
•Youth  Programs 

After  School  (ages6-12) 

Tenderloin  Improvement 

Project  (middle  school 

employment  training) 
Gitt  It  Gyrlz  (drill  team) 


All  this  and  more  at  your  Community  Center! 


A\y  Grandmother 


A\y  grandmother  is  a  very  old  person.  She  is  an  old  lady 
from  India.  Now  she  lives  in  America  on  Leavenworth  Street  in 
the  Tenderloin.  She  has  three  sons  and  one  daughter.  She  came  to 
America  because  she  wanted  to  live  in  America  and  have  a  better 
life  and  so  her  children  could  have  a  better  education.  Now  her  sons 
are  all  very  rich,  but  not  her  daughter  because  she  has  just  lived 
in  San  Francisco  for  six  years.  Now  my  grandmother  is  planning  to 
go  back  to  India  because  in  India  people  care  about  her  because  she 
is  very  old. 

by.  Nilu  Singh 
Age:  II 


'Get  Stopped  on  the  Street 


One  day  when  I  was  coming  home  after  school,  these  people  came  up  to  me  and 
said.  "Do  you  have  any  money'  and  I  said.  "No.  I  don't  have  any  money.  Then  they  said. 
'Show  me  your  wallet'  And  they  saw  that  I  had  no  money  in  my  wallet,  they  started 
checking  in  my  pants,  but  my  money  was  in  my  backpack.  They  didn  t  check  in  my 
backpack,  if  they  did  my  money  of  ten  dollars  will  be  their  s.  The  people  were  two 
young  boys  around  12  years  old.  And  if  they  find  my  ten  dollars  and  I  wouldn  t  give 
it  to  them,  they  will  hit  me  with  their  bats  and  hands. 

by.  Sarann  Chhoth 

Age:  1 1 

"Regina  Smith 
5th  grade 

The  best  thing  I  like  about  the  Tenderloin  is  that  I  have  friends  and  family  and  I  have 
a  family  at  Glide  Church.  I  attend  Glide  everyday  to  get  away  from  all  the  violence  Glide 
has  an  after  school  program  from  230  to  £00.  It  is  fun. 

The  "People  that  interest  me  most  are  my  mother  and  stepfather  because  they 
always  keep  food  on  the  table  and  clothes  on  our  backs.  I  have  two  sisters  and  three 
brothers.  3ut  we  don't  all  live  together 

The  things  I  do  for  fun  are  going  to  my  friends  house  or  going  to  Glide  and  playing 
games  or  going  on  field  trips.  They  even  help  you  with  your  homework. 

A\y  feelings  about  the  Tenderloin  are  about  the  everyday  people  I  see  The  people 
I  see  ever  yday  are  not  very  fortunate  but  staying  alive. 

My  feelings  about  the  Tenderloin  are  that  it  could  be  a  better  place.  I  think  the 
Tenderloin  would  better  if  we  had  a  school  in  the  T.L.  and  affordable  houses.  Where  I 
live  there's  a  lot  of  drugs  but  I  have  no  reaction  to  that. 


Youth  ( 

Results  of  The 
Youth  Wr 


The  Tenderloin  Times  received  20  entries  lo  its  You 
choosing  the  winning  pieces  from  many  excellent  pic 
aged  seven  to  19.  Winners  should  contact  the  Times 


GRAFFITI,  FIGHTING,  POLICE  CHASES:  Twelve-j 
about  living  in  the  Tenderloin  and  what  he  sees  growing  up  in  I 


Three  Tenderloin  Youths  Adj 


A  border  war  between  China  and  Vietnam 
in  1979  meant  the  difference  between  Phuong 
Luong  spending  her  teenage  years  planting 
and  harvesting  rice  or  spending  her  days  in 
American  movie  theaters,  classrooms,  and 
churches. 

Rather  than  spending  her  childhood 
working  all  the  time,  as  her  parents  did, 
Phuong  has  had  die  opportunity  to  go  to 
school  and  socialize.  "In  China,  everyone 
works,"  explains  Phuong,  "even  the  little  kids. 
Here  we  just  go  to  school." 

Phuong's  life  is  more  social  than  her 
parent's  was.  "I  like  to  go  out  with  all  my 
friends,  but  my  Dad  just  stays  home  and 
watches  the  news.  Once  in  awhile  I  invite  my 
friends  over  for  a  party.  Sometimes  my 
parents  go  to  their  friend's  house  for  parties, 
but  they  never  have  parties  at  our  house." 

Phuong  wants  to  pursue  a  professional 
career.  Her  mother,  on  the  other  hand,  has 
spent  her  days  working  in  a  cookie  factory, 
and  now,  in  a  clothing  factory.  "I  want  to  be  a 
pediatrician  because  I  like  liulc  kids."  said 
Phuong.  "Or  I  would  like  to  be  a  teacher.  That 
would  be  fun." 

Her  family  still  celebrates  important 
Chinese  holidays,  such  as  the  Moon  festival  in 
the  fall,  and  Chinese  New  Year.  "During  the 
new  year  you  can't  sweep  the  floor,  my 
grandmother  says,  because  if  you  do  you  will 


Phuong  Nguyen 
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wipe  away  all  the  good  luck  for  the  year.  You  can't  wear  white  or  black  clothes  because  that  is  bad 
luck."  Phuong  says  she  doesn't  believe  in  these  aspects  of  the  celebration  but  she  enjoys  the  feast  the 
family  eats  on  New  Year's  eve,  and  of  course,  receiving  "lucky  money." 

—Manuel  G.  Johnson 


10  hcuf  rm 


"I  believe  in  Santa  Claus  as  a  spirit  but 
not  as  the  regular  Santa  Claus  in  a  red 
costume,"  says  1 1 -year-old  Joseph  Truss. " 
I  don't  think  of  Santa  Claus  as  any  one 
color,  but  as  a  spirit.  Because  of  the  things 
I '  ve  heard  about  like  performing  mirac  les — 
like  stopping  roaring  waves  and  walking  on 
water — I  believe  in  God." 

"I  don't  go  to  church  but  I  go  to  Super 
Saturday,  where  you  fill  out  work  books 
about  God  and  Jesus.  But  I  haven't  been 
there  in  a  long  time." 

Christmas  and  Thanksgiving  are  the 
only  holidays  Joseph  celebrates.  "But  it's 
not  like  I  have  a  big  family  because  most  of 
my  family  lives  far  away,"  he  says. 

For  Thanksgiving,  Joseph  is  thankful 
to  the  Native  American  people  who  brought 
the  foods  of  the  holiday  to  the  settlers. 

"The  Native  Americans  were  nice  to 
greet  the  Pilgrims.  Probably,  if  Native 
Americans  didn't  give  their  foods — com, 
pumpkin,  turkey  and  squash — we  wouldn't 
have  Thanksgiving. 

For  the  future,  Joseph  would  like  to  go 
to  college,  as  his  mother  wishes  him  to  do. 
"My  mom  thinks  I  should  go  to  college  so  1 
can  be  successful.  I  agree  with  her.  I  want  to 
go  to  college  and  have  a  good  home  and  a 
place  to  go.  Maybe  I'd  like  to  be  a  lawyer  or 
a  doctor  or  teacher.  Right  now,  I'm  only  in 
grade  school  so  I  don't  think  about  it  that 
much." 

—Julie  Scheff 


hallenge 

enderloin  Times 
ng  Contest 


llenge  Contest  and  had  an  extremely  difficult  time 
writing.  Here  are  the  winning  entries  from  children 
it  awards  at  776-0700. 


A\y  Life  in  the  Tenderloin 

I've  lived  in  the  Tenderloin  for  11  years.  115  Turk  Street-the  center  of  it  all.  When 
I  was  a  kid,  I  wasn't  so  aware  of  all  the  problems  in  the  Tenderloin.  I  used  to  go  to  school, 
then  come  home  and  play  rope  with  my  friends  at  Boddeker  Park.  As  I  got  older.  I  started 
seeing  the  bad  parts  of  the  neighborhood-lots  of  fighting  and  killing  one  another,  and 
people  using  drugs  in  the  streets,  and  not  caring  about  young  kids.  Before  I  knew  it.  I 
became  part  of  the  street  crowd.  For  1  Ml  years.  I  was  doing  drugs  and  messing  up  my 
life.  When  I  started  getting  worse.  I  realized  I  needed  to  change  my  life  or  die. 

It's  been  hard,  but  fortunately  people  have  been  there  for  me.  For  instance.  Gabriel, 
the  people  at  Hospitality  House,  and  the  San  Francisco  Police  Department  on  McAllister 
and  Jones.  The  reason  I  chose  these  people  is  because  they've  helped  me  save  my  life. 

When  times  were  tough  and  I  was  sad.  my  best  friend  Gabriel  would  always  make 
things  seem  more  possible.  But  life  is  tough  in  the  Tenderloin,  and  it's  been  even  harder 

for  me  since  he  passed  away 

Hospitality  House  has  been  there  for  me.  too.  I  like  the  way  they  are  able  to  take  in 
young  adults  off  of  the  streets  and  clothe  them,  feed  them,  shower  them,  and  house  them. 

Some  people  don't  like  the  police,  but  the  police  have  also  been  there  for  me  when  I 
was  in  trouble.  I  think  that  having  a  police  station  in  the  Tenderloin  is  important  because 
of  all  the  drugs,  violence,  gangs,  and  prostitution. 

I  guess  I  still  feel  pretty  confused  about  the  Tenderloin.  It's  been  home  to  me  I've  seen 
the  good  and  bad.  and  wherever  I  go  it  will  always  be  a  part  of  me. 


by.  Josephine  Vanderhoef 
Age:  15 


i  Chim  Yom  drew  this  neighborhood  scene  to  show  how  he  feels 
iderloin. 


Tenderloin 

Everyday  kids  play  in  on  trash 
Everyday  car  crash 
Every  parent's  try  in 
People's  dyin 

Kids  got  disease 

Outside  Tenderloin  have  peace 

Kids  ill 

Dad  tryin 
Mom  crylri 

Families  don't  have  enough 
food 

Gangs  are  tryin'  to  be 
Pobinhood 

by.  T>on  Bonus 


THE  TOUGHEST  TENDERLOIN 

Watch  your  back  be  aware 
Drop  your  guard  you  do  not  dare 
Dodge  a  bullet  hit  the  ground 
Hear  the  cop  look  around 

Find  a  corner  and  sit  down 
Life  flows  fast  do  not  drown 

You  wake  up  to  make  your  pay 
Beg  for  change  to  make  your  pay 

Take  your  money  buy  some  dope 
Push  it  in  lose  all  hope 
Feel  the  rush  feel  the  pain 
You  never  win  and  never  gain 

Climb  a  building  the  tallest  floor 
Creep  on  through  open  a  door 
Open  a  window  and  like  a  coin 
Drop  your  body  on  the  Tenderloin 

By.  Joe  Conlin 
Age:  11 


ist  to  American  Culture 


Joseph  Truss 
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"My  family  came  here  to  get  us  a  better  education,"  says 
Sheila  Singh,  speaking  of  her  family  of  eight  which  left  New 
Dehli,  India  six  years  ago  for  San  Francisco.  "In  India,  when 
you  are  a  girl  you  can't  get  a  good  education." 

India,  she  says,  "is  too  crowded.  There's  always  a  lot  of 
violence  there — always  over  religion  and  government.  You 
can't  go  outside  because  there's  so  much  violence.  It's  better 
here,  at  least  you  can  go  outside." 

From  the  Leavenworth  Street  apartment  building  where 
her  family  lives  or  from  her  grandmother's  apartment  just  a  few 
blocks  away,  where  Sheila  sometimes  keeps  her  grandmother 
company.  Sheila  hears  the  sounds  of  bullets  and  loud  voices 
conducting  drug  deals  in  the  middle  of  the  night.  Still,  Sheila 
prefers  most  aspects  of  American  life  to  her  native  New  Dehli. 

"In  our  apartment  building  everyone  is  Indian.  They  work 
in  restaurants  as  cooks  mostly,"  said  Sheila.  These  neighbors 
are  mostly  from  a  "lower  caste"  than  Sheila's  family,  but  the 
class  distinctions  that  have  prevailed  in  India  for  centuries  don '  t 
mean  much  to  Sheila  here  in  America. 

At  night  Sheila  helps  her  mother — who  works  during  the 
days  at  Jack  in  the  Box — to  cook  dinners.  "We  use  a  lot  of 
pepper,  cilantro,  that  curry  powder  thing  and  cumin,"  said 
Sheila. 

Her  mother's  job  working  in  a  fast  food  and  her  father's  in 
a  clothing  shop  are  very  different  from  what  they  did  in  India, 
where  her  mother  was  a  nurse  and  her  father  was  planning  to  be 
a  doctor. 

While  some  of  traditional  Indian  culture,  such  as  arranged 
marriages,  Sheila  could  do  without.  Sheila  is  proud  of  her 
Indian  heritage. 

"The  best  thing  I  like  about  Indian  culture  is  that  you 
respect  your  parents  a  lot  and  when  they  get  old  and  suffer  you 
help  them  like  they  helped  you  when  you  were  little." 

— Julie  Scheff 


SheiU  Singh  f*o»:EyBl.hop 
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Lyn  Duff  poses 
before  a 
frontpage  story 
in  the  San 
Francisco 
Examiner  about 
a  youth 

contigent  going 
to  the  March  on 
Washington. 
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A  Youth  Perspective  on  the 
March  on  Washington 


by  Lyn  Duff 

On  April  25, 1  and  as  many  as  a  million 
other  gay,  lesbian  and  bisexual  people  fi- 
nally let  our  voices  be  heard  as  we  marched 
on  the  capiiol  for  equal  rights  and  liberation. 
This  is  significant  because  we  arc  often  an 
invisible  minority,  although  we  suffer  from 
every  type  of  discrimination.  This  march  is 
our  chance  to  come  out  and  be  proud  of  who 
we  are.  It's  our  chance  to  be  visible  and  to 
be  heard  by  a  country  that  would  rather  not 
hear. 

Robert  Bray,  spokesperson  for  the  Na- 
tional Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  force  in  Wash- 
ington, DC.  said  of  the  march,  "Gay  people 
are  coming  home  to  America  in  Washing- 
ton this  weekend.  This  is  a  transformation 
point  in  our  struggle  for  Civil  Rights.  This 
march  represents  the  unfinished  chapter  of 
Civil  Rights  in  America." 


many  stales,  I  can  get  fired  from  a  job. 
simply  for  the  fact  that  I  love  women.  I'm 
angry  that  the  government  institution  in  this, 
state  and  many  other  support  and  perpetuate 
homophobia  and  ignorance.  I'm  angry  that 
women  who  have  AIDS  are  often  ignored 
by  our  community  and  aren't  even  included 
in  the  CDC  definition  of  AIDS.  Only  re- 
cently has  the  CDC  added  the  disease  of 
Pclvc  Inflammatory  disease  and  cervical 
cancer  to  the  definition  of  AIDS.  I'm  angry 
that  as  much  as  we  fight,  we  just  aren  't  free. 

Various  events  happened  all  week  in- 
cluding demonstrations,  dances,  and  me- 
morials. Approximately  200.000  people 
were  to  attend  several  civil  disobedience 
actions,  demanding  more  funding  for  AIDS 
prevention;  safer  sex  information  in  high 
schools,  and  clinical  trials  on  youth.  ACT 
UP  (AIDS  Coalition  To  Unleash  Power) 
cites  surveys  findings  that  youth  and  women 


"I'm  marching  because  I'm  angry.  I'm  angry  that  the  people  in 
power  don't  understand  or  even  care  about  what  it's  like  to  be  young 
and  gay.  I'm  angry  that  my  friends  are  dying  of  AIDS  because  they 
didn  7  have  access  to  safer  sex  information. " 


This  is  the  third  march  on  Washington, 
but  the  first  march  where  bisexuals  are 
included  in  the  title.  And  was  the  largest 
march  ever,  even  bigger  than  the  1968  civil 
rights  march  on  Washington.  The  last  two 
gay  rights  marches  brought  close  to  a  quar- 
ter of  a  million  participants. 

There  is  a  lot  of  conflict  within  the  "gay 
community"  about  what  we  were  rcallv 
marching  for.  The  official  march  commit- 
tee says  that  our  main  priorities  arc  gays  in 
the  m  il  itary ,  overtumi  ng  Colorado 's  amend- 
ment II.  and  AIDS. 

I,  however,  don't  want  a  military  at  all, 
much  less  having  gay  people  in  iL  I  marched 
because  I'm  angry.  I'm  angry  that  the 
people  in  power  don't  understand  or  even 
care  about  what  it's  like  to  be  young  and 
gay.  I'm  angry  that  my  friends  are  dying  of 
AIDS  because  they  didn't  have  access  to 
safer  sex  information.  I'm  angry  that  in 


are  denied  access  to  quality  health  care 
because  of  the  denial  that  they,  too,  can  get 
AIDS. 


Lyn  Duff  is  a  Tenderloin  Times  intern  from  Hospitality 
House  Youth  Department  and  a  freelance  reporter 
who  has  written  for  numerous  Los  Angeles-based 
community  papers. 


Quart  yin 

Heafing  Arts  Center 

A  Nonprofit  Clinic  Offering 
Acupuncture  &  Herbs  for 

•  Menopause 
•Smoking  Cessation  •  .HIV 
•  PMS  •  Chronic  Hepatitis 
MediCal  •  Insurance  •  Sliding  Scale 
Call  (415)  861-4964  for  appointment 
1748  Market  Street  in  S.F. 

TXL  CTJHJTJK.'JO'K.CHtTf^S'L  MEDICI?®. 


WANT  TO 
HELPTj 


THE  AIDS/HIV  NIGHTLINE 
NEEDS  YOU  TO  VOLUNTEER 
-ESPECIALLY  IF  YOU'RE 
A  PERSON  OF  COLOR 
OR  HIV+.  INTERESTED? 
CALL  JULIE  AT 
752-4866 


TENDERLOIN    AIDS    RESOURCE  CENTER 

EDUCATING,  EMPOWERING  AND  SUPPORTING 
PEOPLE  IN  OUR  COMMUNITY 
COUNSELING  SERVICES,  CASE  MANAGEMENT  AND  ON-GOING 
SUPPORT  GROUPS  ADDRESS  THE  FOLLOWING  ISSUES; 

HIV 

SUBSTANCE  ABUSE 
TRANSGENDER  CONCERNS 
187  GOLDEN  GATE  AVE.    SF,  CA     94102     (41  5)  673-5442 


72  hujuf^u  rm 


FOCUS  CN  HIV/AIDS 


Special  Events  Calendar 


The  following  events  were  compiled  by  Ozzie 
Santiago,  a  community  health  outreach 
worker,  at  the  Tenderloin  AIDS  Resource 
Center.  If  you  would  like  to  see  your  events 
listed  in  this  calendar,  contact  Ozzie  at  43 1- 
7476.  Please  give  at  least  three  weeks  notice 
for  special  events. 


Special  Kvents 

May  11,6:30  p.m.-8:30  p.m. 
Brothers  Network  workshop  scries  U 1 
"Communication  between  partners" 
held  at  631  O'Fanrell  St.,  for  more  infor.  call 
Shurland  at  749-6719 

May  25, 6:30  p.m. -8:30  p.m. 

Brothers  Network  workshop  series  #2 

"Intimacy  and  saftcr  sex" 

held  at  631  O'Farrell  Sl,  for  more  infor.  call 

Shurland  at  749-6719 

May  30,  10-? 

'The  Rubbcrclub,  Battle  of  the  Go-Go  Boys" 
Live  shows,  fun  contest,  and  safe  sex  demon- 
strations. Presented  by  the  Asian  AIDS  Project 
at  the  In  Touch  Bar.  1548  Polk  St.  $2.  All 
proceeds  benefit  the  Asian  AIDS  Project.  For 
more  info..  Call  Dominic  at  227-0946. 

April  25,  10-?? 

"The  Rubbcrclub".  starring  Tila  Ida. 
Live  shows,  fun  contests,  and  safe  sex  dem- 
onstrations. Presented  by  the  Asian  AIDS 
Project  at  the  In  Touch  Bar.  1 548  Polk  St.  $2. 
All  proceeds  benefit  the  Asian  AIDS  Project. 
For  more  info.,  call  Dominic  at  227-0964. 

HIV  Antibody  Test  Sites 

These  are  testing  sites  in  the  Tenderloin: 
Tuesdays 

5  p.m. -8  p.m..  Anonymous  HIV  Antibody 
Testing:  St.  Anthony's  Clinic.  105  Golden 
Gate  Ave.  For  info.,  call  (415)  241-8320. 
Wednesdays 

12  p.m. -5  p.m..  Confidential  HIV  Antibody 
Testing:  Glide  Memorial  Church  Clinic,  330 
Ellis  St..  Rm.  518.  For  more  info.,  call  (415) 
292-2260. 
Thursdays 

5  p.m. -9  p.m..  Anonymous  HIV  Antibody 


Testing:  South  of  Market  Health  Center,  551 
Minna  St.  For  more  info.,  call  (415)  626- 
2951. 

Weekly  Groups  In  the  Tenderloin 
Sundays 

12pm. -3  p.m. ."Filipino's  Positively  To- 
gether"; Sponsored  by  the  Filipino  Task  Force 
on  AIDS.  For  more  info.,  call  Rob  at  703- 
9878. 

Mondays 

2p.m.-3p.m.,  "HIV+/Subsiancc  Abuse  Rap 
Group".  Sponsored  by  the  Tenderloin  AIDS 
Resource  Center.  For  more  info.,  call  Domi- 
nique at  (415)431-7476. 

Tuesdays 

6:30pm-8pm.  "HIV+  Drop-in  Group". 
Sponsored  by  the  Brothers  Network.  For 
more  info.,  call  Shurland  at  (415)749-6714. 

Wednesdays 

I  p.m. -3  p.m..  "Transgcndcr  Support  Group" 
Sponsored  by  the  Tenderloin  AIDS  Resource 
Center.  For  more  info.,  call  Sheri  at  431- 
7476. 

6:30  p.m. -8  p.m.,  "HIV  Support  Group"  - 10 
wks.  Sponsored  by  Brothers  Network.  For 
more  info.,  call  Shurland  at  (415)  749-6714. 

7  p.m.-8:30  p.m.,  "Native  American  HIV 
Support  Group".  Sponsored  by  the  Early 
Advocacy  and  Care  for  HIV  Program.  For 
more  info.,  call  Russell  at  (415)403-3800. 

Thursdays 

I I  a.m. -12:30  p.m..  "HIV  Support  Group"  - 
lOwks.  Sponsored  by  die  Tenderloin  AIDS 
Resource  Center.  For  more  info.,  call  Eddy  at 
(415)431-7476. 

12p.m. -lp.m.,  "HIV  workshop"  12  wks. 
Sponsored  by  the  Tenderloin  AIDS  Resource 
Center.  For  more  info.,  call  Eddy  at  (415) 
431-7476. 

7  p.m.-8:30  p.m..  "African  American  treat- 
ment support  group."  Sponsored  by  the  Early 
Advocacy  and  Care  for  HIV  program.  For 
more  info,  call  Russell  at  (415  403-3800. 


CllNTINUUM 

HIV       DAY  SERVICES 


We're  more  than 

a  "Health  Club"  for  PWAs 


Continuum  is  a  new  kind 
of  health  care  community 

for  people  living  with  AIDS 
and  disabling  HIV  disease 

who  want  to  stay  as  healthy 
as  possible. 

Our  licensed  day  health 
program  is  open 
Monday-Saturday 
9am  to  4pm. 

•  art  studio 

•  massage  &  physical  therapy 

•  counseling 

&  HIV  support  groups 

•  substance  abuse  services 

•  community  college  classes 
•  medical  consultations 

•  nursing  &  attendant  care 

•  morning  &  noon  meals 

•  transportation 

•  field  trips 


We  have  expanded! 

If  you,  a  friend,  a  lover,  or 
a  family  member  are  interested 
in  Continuum's  program, 
call  (415)  241-5500. 


Continuum  HIV  Day  Services 


10  United  Nations  Plaza 

(located  in  the  Civic  Center 
at  7th  &  Market  Streets) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94102 


Dtp)  otPublU  Health  AIDS  Office 


Play  About  Cambodian  Experience  Gets 
Mixed  Reviews  from  Cambodians 


by  Samol  Tan  and  Julie  SchefT 

Some  of  the  Cambodian  refugees  piling 
into  the  benches  at  Ex i theater  for  a  special  Cam- 
bodian language  performance  of  'Tual  Kan's 
Journey"  saw  reflections  of  themselves  and  their 
Tenderloin  homes  in  the  play,  which  ended  April 
3. 

They  recognized  the  sparsely  decorated  stu- 
dio apartment,  with  an  altar  adorned  with  a 


Photo  laune  Gallant 


bouquet  of  flowers,  pictures  of  the  Buddha,  and 
the  ancient  temple  of  Angkor  Wat. 

But  as  playwright  Mark  Knego  acknowl- 
edged during  his  opening  remarks,  he  depicts  the 
lives  of  Cambodian  refugees  in  this  play  from  an 
outsider's  perspective,  as  was  clearly  evident  in 
his  choices  of  symbols  and  dialogue  used  to 
portray  the  Cambodian  American  experience. 

Many  Cambodian  members  of  the  audi- 
ence agreed.  "It  was  a  good  play  for  American 
audiences  but  not  for  all  of  us,  because  we  did  not 
gel  the  main  theme  of  the  play."  Silen  Nhok  said 
after  watching  the  play.  Twenty-five  year-old 
Kim  Hong  echoed  this  sentiment,  saying,  "I  did 
not  understand  the  play  very  well,  but  I  enjoyed 
it  anyway." 

Among  the  most  puzzling  pieces  of  sym- 
bolism was  Knego '  s  use  of  the  Apsara,  a  goddess 
whose  image  appears  on  the  stone  walls  of  Angkor 
Wat,  posing  in  various  dance  positions. 

The  Apsara.  who  opens  the  play,  was  used 


STUDIOS  FOR  RENT 
$360.00  to  $440.00 


to  symbolize  the  spirit  of  Cambodia.  She  drifts 
inexplicably  on  and  off  the  stage  with  no  readily 
understandable  meaning  to  a  Cambodian  audi- 
ence. 

To  Cambodians,  this  use  of  the  Apsara 
appears  bizzarre — particularly  as  the  goddess 
never  appears  on  temple  walls  carrying  a  sword 
as  she  does  in  'Tual  Kan's  Journey."  In  Cambo- 
dia, the  Apsara  would  not  be  an  image  ever  used 
in  theater.  Instead,  she  belongs  in  the  domain  of 
classical  Cambodian  dance.  Knego 's  use  of  the 
Apsara  might  be  equivalent  to  an  American 
audience  seeing  a  Statue  of  Liberty  carrying  a 
fire  extinguisher  instead  of  a  torch  without  ex- 
plaining why  tradition  is  being  turned  on  its 
head. 

While  the  script  was  beautifully  written, 
even  poetic,  it  took  some  literary  liberties  that 
resulted  in  inaccurate  portrayals  of  the  Cambo- 
dian experience  in  America. 

While  Knego's  play  does  capture  the  Cam- 
bodian belief  about  their  ancestors,  Cambodians 
would  never  think  you  could  sec  your  ancestors 
in  the  sky  or  clouds.  Ancestors  do  visit  in  dreams, 
however.  They  may  be  asking  to  be  reborn,  for 
instance,  or  the  spirits  of  those  killed  during  the 
Pol  Pol  holocaust  do  haunt  the  memories  of 
many  Cambodian  refugees. 

One  way  that  Knego  effectively  captures 
the  Cambodian-American  experience  is  to  cap- 
ture the  chasm  between  the  generation  that  is 
growing  up  in  America  and  the  older  generation 
whose  hearts  and  minds  remain  in  Cambodia. 

"Why  do  I  want  to  be  Cambodian?  teenager 
Teresa  asks  her  grandmother  in  a  very  poignant 
scene.  "All  I  know  about  Cambodia  is  the  Khmer 
Rouge.  Everybody  is  killing  each  other  in  Cam- 
bodia, a  million  heads  stuck  on  poles,  soldiers 
with  insect  faces.  Cambodia  is  killing  fields,  not 
rice  fields.  All  the  kids  at  school  are  afraid  of  me. 
The  Vieimanese  call  me  a  crocodile  and  they 
want  to  kill  me.  I  don't  want  to  be  Cambodian." 

While  this  is  a  moving  testament  to  the 
growing  divide  between  the  generations,  certain 
aspects  of  the  script  are  unrealistic. 

Cambodians  pejoratively  call  die  Thai  and 
Vietnamese  "crocodiles"  because  of  historical 
tensions  between  the  countries.  But  Vietnamese 
do  not  call  Cambodians  "crocodiles"  and  stu- 
dents do  not  taunt  die ir  Cambodian  classmates  in 
these  ways. 

Many  of  the  Cambodian  refugees 
inteviewed  about  their  reactions  to  this  play  were 
pleased  to  have  their  story  told;  however,  the 
inaccuracies  and  the  puzzling  use  of  symbolism 
left  a  few  questions  hanging. 


*Clean  Refurbished  Studios 
•Private  Bath 
*24  Hour  Security 
*Laundry  Available  On  Site 
'Water/Garbage  Included 
•No  Cooking  Facilities 
•Credit  Checks  Will  Be  Done 

Apply  in  person  at 
111  taylor  Street 
between  9:00  AM  and  3:00  PM 
Monday  -  Friday. 


1  lave  you  been  denied 
Social  Security  Disability 
or  SSI  benefits  recently? 


We  may  be  able  to  help  you: 

*  We  arc  a  small,  friendly 
law  firm  representing  people 
at  Social  Security  hearings. 

*If  you  do  not  win  you  do  not 
pay  any  attorney  fees. 

♦Conveniently  located  one 
and  a  half  blocks  from  Van 
Ness  station. 

♦For  information  and/or  free 
consultation  call: 
Roussos  and  Roberts 
(415)  255-1614 


Furnished  Rooms  Available 

*A11  Utilities  Included 
*24  Hour  Desk  Service 
*Meal  Program  and  Maid  Service  Available 
*Single  Parent  and  One  Child  Acceptable 

Contact  Manager 

Civic  Center  Residence* 
44  McAllister  Street 
432-2870 

*A  TNDC  Building.  TNDC  is  a  non-profit  housing  corporation. 
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Refugees  Self  Help:  Refugees  help  those  more  recently  arrived  by  giving  them  clothing. 

Former  South  Vietnamese  Army 
Officers  Launch  Mutual  Assistance 


About  two  dozen  children  and  parents 
from  more  than  13  Vietnamese  newcomer 
families  gathered  at  the  Vietnamese  Bud- 
dhist Temple,  243  Duboce,  April  6  for  a 
clothes  giveaway.  This  was  their  third  such 
giveaway  and  part  of  the  work  of  their 
budding  mutual  assistance  association  for 
families  of  former  Army  officers  of  the 
South  Vietnamese  government. 

Dozens  of  people  rummaged  through 
heaps  of  clothing,  trying  on  hand-me-down 
clolhes.  Amid  giggles,  a  woman  held  up  a 
blue  blazer  from  a  real  estate  company  to 
see  if  her  husband  could  fit  into  the  jacket 
that  would  outfit  him  for  a  new  life. 

But  for  many  of  the  thousands  of  refu- 
gees recently  leaving  Vietnam  through  the 
Orderly  Departure  Program — a  joint  re- 
settlement program  between  the  U.S.  and 
Vietnamese  governments — the  fit  is  some- 
times less  than  perfect.  The  joint  program 
started  sending  former  army  officers  and 
their  families  in  1989,  and  since  then  an 
estimated  60,000  people  have  come  over 
through  this  program — 500  to  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

High-ranking  Army  officers  were  de- 
tained in  detention  centers — some  for  al- 
most two  decades — in  Vietnam.  Since  ar- 
riving in  America,  they  have  become  disap- 
pointed by  the  dearth  of  jobs  available  to 
them.  Most — now  in  their  50s — have  found 
a  rude  awakening:  limited  English  skills 
and  a  slowed  U.S.  economy  make  them 
eligible  for  only  janitorial  jobs,  security 
guard  or  other  menial  positions.  Others  find 
they  are  abruptly  cut  off  of  public  assistance 
after  only  a  five-month  period  on  the  rolls. 
Only  a  few  months  ago  the  city  awarded 
new  refugees  eight  months  of  assistance 
before  budget  cuts  trimmed  refugee  assis- 
tance. 

"You  have  to  leave  everything — your 
house,  your  friends,"  said  Chuan  Thanh 
Nguyen.  "They  come  here  empty  handed. 
Their  expectation  is  to  find  a  job  easily,"  but 
people  become  very  frustrated  when  they 
find  that  isn't  the  reality. 

Many  are  suffering  the  emotional  hard- 
ships of  this  transition — one  San  Francisco 


man  recently  killed  himself  after  his  wel- 
fare was  cut  and  he  found  himself  in  deep 
financial  trouble.  He  went  for  comfort  to  a 
friend's  house  and  spent  the  night,  but  some 
time  during  the  night  he  hung  himself  there. 

"Here  in  America  these  former  officers 
feel  left  out  and  hate  being  a  burden  to  the 
U.S.  government,"  said  Chuan  Nguyen. 
They  are  emotionally  torn  apart. 

"They  wanted  to  come  over  here  be- 
cause they  can  give  their  children  a  chance 
at  a  good  education  and  a  better  life.  But 
they  themselves  have  a  burning  desire  to  go 
back  and  help  fight  for  freedom  and  democ- 
racy in  their  motherland." 

To  fight  against  the  isolation  many  feel 
here,  at  least  60  former  Army  officers  have 
joined  together  to  form  a  mutual  assistance 
association  to  help  the  recently  transplanted 
families.  They  give  out  free  clothes,  finan- 
cial assistance,  and  help  filling  out  forms 
for  welfare.  The  group,  for  instance,  re- 
cently drummed  up  $600  to  send  to  a  man 
whose  wife  had  died. 

The  group  would  like  to  apply  lor  non- 
profit status  so  it  can  deliver  these  services 
as  well  as  help  refugees  like  them  find  jobs. 
The  group  strongly  believes  that  they  are  in 
the  best  position  to  help  one  another  be- 
cause they  all  have  to  face  the  same  prob- 
lems here.  "Nobody  will  help  you  unless 
you  help  yourself,"  said  Chuan  Nguyen. 

They  hope  to  get  grants  to  support  their 
organization  and  contributions  from  those 
refugees  who  came  as  much  as  1 5  years  ago 
and  have  become  well  off. 

"We  stayed  behind  and  fought  for  you 
to  give  you  time  to  leave  the  country,"  said 
Chuan  Nguyen,  referring  to  the  refugees 
who  are  now  settled,  some  of  whom  can 
afford  to  help  pay  for  programs  for  the 
recent  arrivals. 

Chuan  Nguyen ,  62 ,  was  a  colonel  in  the 
South  Vietnamese  Army  for  16  years  and 
was  detained  in  a  reeducation  camp  for  13 
years  after  Vietnam  fell  to  the  communists. 

Friends  tried  to  persuade  Chuan  Nguyen 
to  flee  Viet  Nam  on  April  29. 1975.  the  eve 
of  the  fall  of  Saigon,  but  he  said  he  didn't 
have  the  heart  to  abandon  his  troops. 

—Julie  Scheff  and  Bac  Hoai  Tran 
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Attention  former  tenants  of 
375  Eddy  Street: 

If  you  have  moved  out  of  an  apartment  at  375 
Eddy  Street  since  January  23,  1991,  you  may  be 
eligible  for  relocation  benefits.  Please  contact 

Doug  Paxton  at  (415)  441-2872  for  further  details. 
If  you  prefer,  you  may  write  or  visit  Doug  at  340 

Eddy  Street,  Room  100,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102. 

Please  feel  free  to  contact  him  directly  to  determine 
your  eligibility  for  relocation  benefits.  You  may 

also  call  Shelley  Vinson  of  the  State  of  California  at 

(916)  327-2890  for  further  information.  Thank  you. 


Code  Enforcement  Crackdown  Angers  Landlords 


by  Jeremy  Hay 

What  began  as  a  organized  tenant  re- 
volt against  residential  hotel  conditions  has 
turned  into  a  landlord  revolt  against  both 
city  government  and  tenants. 

A  dozen  normally  reclusive  East  In- 
dian residential  hotel  owners  and  their  sup- 
porters turned  out  en  masse  in  a  rare  public 
appearance  before  the  Government  Effi- 
ciency &  Labor  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  on  April  21  to  testify  against  a 
proposed  1 1  -point  plan  by  Supervisor  Bar- 
bara Kaufman  to  reform  the  city's  housing 
code  enforcement  procedures  and  its  home- 
less hotel  system. 

The  day  before  the  committee  hearing, 
the  Patels  and  other  hotel  operators  had 
completely  shut  down  San  Francisco's 
homeless  emergency  housing  programs  by 
not  accepting  DSS  housing  vouchers  from 
homeless  people  eligible  for  general  assis- 
tance or  as  a  medical  necessity.  On  any 
given  night,  the  Department  of  Social  Ser- 
vices (DSS)  uses  a  pool  of  about  26  such 
hotels  to  house  at  least  350  homeless  people 
who  apply  for  general  assistance  and  an- 
other group  of  165  homeless  people  with 
medical  emergencies.  According  to  DSS 
Assistant  Manager  John  Vera,  San  Fran- 
cisco spends  about  $1  million  a  year  in  its 
homeless  hotel  programs. 

The  last  landlord  revolt  against  the  city 
occurred  in  October,  1986  when  several 
hotels  were  closed  and  hundreds  of  home- 
less tenants  were  forced  back  into  the  streets 
in  response  to  widespread  media  coverage 
of  hotel  conditions  and  the  lack  of  heat.  A 
private  meeting  with  then-Mayor  Dianne 
Feinstein  with  Charlie  Patel  resolved  that 
shutdown. 

The  recent  sudden  closings,  which 
lasted  for  two  days,  were  orchestrated  by 
the  hotel  owners  in  response  to  what  they 
termed  harrassment  by  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  (DPW),  which  runs  the  Bu- 
reau of  Building  Inspection  (BBI). 

During  the  hearing,  the  loudest  ap- 
plause from  the  over  100  who  attended — 
most  of  them  landlords — came  when  hotel 


owner  Kailcsh  Patel  said.  "At  this  point,  we 
really  have  to  consider  whether  we  want  to 
be  in  this  business  of  helping  the  city  house 
its  problem  citizens  any  longer." 

In  their  testimony,  the  landlords  ex- 
pressed confusion  and  anger  over  the  pro- 
posed resolutions  and  BBI's  crackdown. 
"We  have  been  forced  to  act  as  babysitters, 
policemen,  paramedics,  and  shrinks,  and  in 
return,  the  city's  answer  is  to  penalize  us," 
said  hotel  owner  Prakesh  Patel.  Thakor 
Desai,  owner  of  the  Drake  Hotel  at  235 
Eddy  Street— named  the  1991  Residential 
Hotel  of  the  Year  by  the  Tenderloin  Hous- 
ing Clinic  (THC)— added  that  "providing 
housing  for  the  poor  is  a  difficult  task....  All 
this  for  rent  which  comes  to  only  ten  dollars 
a  day,  an  amount  less  than  it  costs  to  park  a 
car  in  the  city  for  a  day."  According  to 
the  landlords  who  attended  the  hearing, 
over  the  last  two  weeks,  DPW  has  dramati- 
cally increased  the  frequency  of  inspections 
and  the  issuance  of  violation  notices.  DPW 
has  cited  many  of  the  violations  as  eminent 
health  hazards,  a  code  violation  status  which 
forces  DSS  to  remove  a  hotel  from  its  roster 
of  approved  GA  voucher  housing.  Some 
repairs  are  now  required  to  be  made  in  three 
to  five  days  rather  than  the  30-day  period 
normally  given.  Many  of  these  violations 
have  been  for  items  such  as  disconnected 
fire  alarms  and  wall  and  plaster  damage, 
items  which  have  in  the  past  been  tacitly 
understood  as  lower  priority. 

The  timing,  focusand  manner  of  DPW's 
recent  efforts  to  crackdown  on  code  viola- 
tions coincides  dramatically  with  two  other 
significant  events.  The  first  began  with  Su- 
pervisor Kaufman's  call  on  March  17  for 
hearings  to  investigate  complaints  of  build- 
ing code  violations  in  low-income  housing, 
and  in  particular,  City-funded  hotels.  The 
next  was  the  filing  on  March  30  of  the  Code 
Enforcement  Coalition  (CEC)  lawsuit 
against  the  City,  which  argues  that  by  fail- 
ing to  follow  up  code  violation  complaints 
in  a  timely  fashion,  the  BBI  has  left  some 
two  thousand  violation  cases  unabated,  plac- 
ing the  lives  of  thousands  of  low-income 
residents  at  risk. 

The  CEC  lawsuit  was  filed  aftei  a  j>c- 
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rics  of  meetings  demanding  accountability 
in  the  BBI.  several  public  demonstrations 
against  what  tcnantsand  acti  vists call  "busi- 
ness as  usual "  at  B  B I ,  and  a  fl  ycr  and  phone- 
in  campaign  coordinated  by  the  Tenderloin 
Housing  Clinic  (THC)  directed  at  Larry 
Litchf eld.  the  BBI  superintendent,  and  Rudy 
Nothenberg,  the  Chief  Administrative  Of- 
ficer of  the  City,  who  administers  DPW. 

While  the  CEC  lawsuit  is  intended  as 
part  of  the  larger  campaign  to  improve  code 
enforcement  in  San  Francisco,  it  has  be- 
come, for  the  moment,  one  of  the  primary 
weapons  in  the  campaign.  When  asked 
what  the  lawsuit  was  intended  to  achieve, 
Mary  Wixted.  a  staff  attorney  at  THC,  said, 
"What  we  are  asking  is  that  the  Court  order 
BBI  to  file  a  complaint  within  the  40  days 
that  the  building  code  requires  and  to  hold  a 
Director's  Hearing  within  70  days  of  the 
notice  of  violation.  Since  it  is  only  after  the 
Director's  Hearing  that  the  City  has  the 
ability  to  go  after  a  negligent  landlord  finan- 
cially, and  hardly  any  cases  are  presently 
reaching  that  stage,  landlords  have  no  real 
incentives  to  make  repairs  and  the  City  is 
continually  wasting  its  money  by  sending 
out  inspectors  and  notices  and  then  letting 
violations  languish  without  resolution.  If 
landlords  knew  that  the  city  was  prepared  to 
go  after  them  aggressively  and  recover  the 
cost  of  the  code  enforcement  process,  their 
incentive  to  make  repairs  would  be  much 
greater. 

Judith  Boyajjian,  the  Deputy  City  At- 
torney who  is  handling  the  case  the  for  the 
City,  commented  that,  "if  the  lawsuit  were 
to  be  successful,  I  think  it  would  crush  code 
enforcement.  If  we  are  not  able  to  resolve 
these  cases  at  some  level  prior  to  a  Director's 
Hearing,  they  will  continue  to  remain  un- 
abated simply  because  of  the  volume  of 
cases  which  will  only  be  shifted  to  another 
level." 

Professor  Julian  Levi,  a  specialist  in 
landlord  and  tenant  law  at  Hastings  Law 
School,  said,  "unless  you  can  prove  that 
BBI  isacting  in  bad  faith,  I  think  you'll  find 
that  the  court  is  extremely  unwilling  to 
substitute  its  own  judgement  for  that  of  the 


agency  in  question.''  Professor  Levi  added 
that  normal  code  enforcement  proceedings 
generally  result  in  relatively  small  fines  of  a 
few  hundred  dollars,  and  that  although  they 
arc  entitled  to,  courts  rarely  will  issue  pen- 
alties that  increase  with  each  day  of  non- 
compliance. 

Levi  also  wondered  why  the  lawsuit 
had  not  been  filed  based  on  a  statute  that 
allows  individuals  and  community  groups 
to  bring  independent  action  in  court  and 
which  authorizes  the  court  to  appoint  re- 
ceivers for  buildings  with  continued  code 
violations.  "The  legislation  passed  a  year 
ago  and  was  approved  into  statute  by  Gov- 
ernor Wilson.  At  least  then  you  have  a 
statute  in  the  law  which  the  court  can  refer 
to  rather  than  be  seen  as  interfering  with  the 
running  of  a  government  agency,"  he  said. 

Supervisor  Kaufman's  proposed  re- 
forms are  the  first  attempt  to  comprehen- 
sively tackle  the  issue  of  code  enforcement 
in  residential  hotels,  particularly  for  City- 
supported  hotels  used  by  DSS  clients. 

On  April  25,  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
approved  eight  of  Kaufman's  1 1-pointplan, 
including  providing  funds  for  one  more 
health  inspector  and  two  deputy  city  attor- 
neys to  increase  code  enforcement,  direct- 
ing DPW  to  notify  DSS  about  code  viola- 
lions  and  abatements  within  24  hours,  urg- 
ing DSS  to  stop  referring  people  to  hotels 
with  code  violations,  and  began  looking  for 
funds  for  a  feasibility  study  to  determine 
how  best  to  place  die  worst  buildings  under 
receivership. 

The  remaining  parts  of  Kaufman's  plan 
dealing  with  the  arrests  and  heavy  fines  of 
building  owners  not  correcting  their 
building's  code  violations  were  the  topic  of 
a  private  meeting  with  the  Supervisor  and 
East  Indian  hotel  owners  on  April  29. 

At  press  lime,  some  homeless  people 
were  being  shuttled  to  reserved  beds  in 
shelters  by  DSS  because  as  many  as  nine 
hotels  had  code  violations  preventing  their 
use  by  the  city. 

Jeremy  Hay  is  apoellwriter, resident  of  the  Tenderloin, 
recently  moved  from  NYC  where  I  was  a  tenant  orga- 
nizer  and  a  student  
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A  Tenderloin  boy  plays  hide  and  seek  with  a  box  at  the  April  18  Walkathon,  which  raised 
money  for  the  Bay  Area's  Women  Resource  Center  and  Tenderloin  Youth  Advocates,  which 
are  campaigning  for  a  neighborhood  school. 
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Uin»M81tV  tHimyi8t\riantj]8;8l88a9jrn,1  See  pagel4  for  the  English  translation  of 
the  story  below  about  the  Tenderloin  campagne  to  gel  an  elementary  school  in  the 
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VIETNAMESE 
COMMUNITY  NtWS 


"MOT  TRAI NHO  KHO  Dl/Ol  ANH  MAT  TROT' 
S£  Dl/OC  TRlNH  DlfiST  TAI EXTTHEATRE 


Phong  stf  ctia  Jon  Frauenf elder 
Bin  dich  Vi£t  ngd  aia  Trim  Hoai  BAc 

Khi  nhtfng  h0i  vien  trtfc  thuOc  ban 
kjch  nghe  ctia  Trung  Tam  Ph4t  Trie'n 
Thanh  Thieu  Nien  Vict  Nam  (VYDC) 
quyet  dinh  thtfe  hien  vr>  kich  "A  Raisin 
in  the  Sun" cua  Lorraine  Ha nsbeny  sau 
khi  da  stfa  ddi  cho  phu  ho*p  v6i  ngtfdi 
Ddng  Nam  A,  nhtfng  hoi  vien  nay  da 
khdng  nghf  r^ng  ho  se  tim  tha^y  rat 
nhieu  stf  ttfong  dong  gitfa  cuqc  ddi  cua 
chmh  ho  va  vd  kich  dtfoc  vict  c^ch  day 
30  nam  mieu  ta  cuoc  chien  dau  cam  go 
cua  m0t  gia  dinh  ngtfdi  My  da  den  de  co 
dtfo-c  mot  cuoc  song  rtfoi  dep  hon. 

Vd*  kjch  nay  se  dtfox:  trinh  dien  ngay 
dau  tien  vao  21  thing  5  tai  Exitheatre 
von  thanh  phan  dien  vien  la  nhtfng  thanh 
thie'u  nien  Dong  Nam  A  song  trong  khu 
Tenderloin.  Vd  kjch  se  thich  do  khudn 
mau  van  hda  cho  rang  co  nhtfng  stf  kh<ic 
biet  sau  rdng  gitfa  nhtfng  kinh  qua  cua 
ngtfdi  My  da  den  va  ngtfdi  My  gdc  A. 

Ke  ttf  khi  vd  kich  dtfox:  dem  ra  rrinh 
dien  lan  dau  tien  vao  nam  1959,  "A 
Raisin  in  the  Sun"  da  ludn  ludn  du*oc 
xem  la  mot  trong  nhtfng  vd  kich  hay 
nhat  mieu  ta  cuoc  song  thanh  thi  cua 
nhtfng  ngtfdi  Mydadentronggiaidoan 
hau  chien  khi  ma  nhieu  ngtfdi  b6  cuoc 
song  thdn  da  d  mien  Nam  de  len  song 
trong  nhtfng  thanh  thi  d  mien  Bdc.  Cau 
chuyen  ve  cuoc  dau  tranh  cua  mot  gia 
dinh  de  co  dtfe/c  mot  cudc  ddi  sing  sua 
hon  dtfoc  kicm  nghiem  lai  qua  nhtfng 
stf  thing  tram  cua  gia  dinh  ho  Nguyen, 
mot  gia  dinh  ngtfdi  Viet  sinh  song  trong 
khu  Tenderloin. 

Y  kien  site  ddi  vd  kich  nav  ddi  chut 


de*  dem  ra  dien  la  cua  mOt  trong  nhtfng 
thieu  nidn  dang  tham  gia  nhtfng  budi 
workshop  ve  kich  nghe  tai  Trung  Tam 
Phat  Trie'n  Thanh  Thieu  Nien  Vi£t  Nam 
(VYDC).  Chi  Glades  Pen-eras,  dieu  hop 
viendtf  in  tai  VYDC  vadongthdi  cung 
la  mot  dao  dien  cua  vd  kich,  cho 
biet:  "Chung  tdi  dang  tinh  dong  mot  vd 
kich  ndi  tieng  va  mdt  thieu  nien  ndi 
ring  em  $y  da  doc  "A  Raisin  in  the  Sun" 
d  trtfdng  va  thi'ch  vd  kich  nay." 

Khi  Pcrreras  dem  ban  y  kien  niy  vdi 
Keith  Crier,  giim  doc  cua  A  Black  Box 
Theatre  va  la  ngtfdi  da  dao  dien  hon  30 
vd  kich  va  rit  heh  ctfc  trong  vi£c  dtfa 
thanh  thieu  nien  Tenderloin  vao  trong 
kich  nghe,  thi  theo  ldi  Perreras,  "Keith 
rat  la  nhiet  tinh  ting  ho"  va  dong  y  dtfng 
ra  lam  dng  bau  va  dao  dien. 

Keith  Grier  dtfng  tien  phong  trong 
kich  nghe  vin  hda  giao  Itfu:  nim  1992 
anh  dao  dien  mot  vd  kich  rat  thanh 
cdng  "MUSA  -  The  Jew  of  Ceuta,"  mdt 
vd  kich  dio  ngtfoc  ve  chung  t$c  dtfa 
tren  vd  "Othello"  vdi  thanh  phan  dien 
vien  da  den  va  Othello  dtfoc  mieu  ta 
nhtf  la  mot  ngtfdi  Do  thii  da  tring. 

Trong  khi  doc  vd  kich  gdc  cua 
Hansberry  de  xem  ho  se  phii  thay  ddi 
vd  kich  den  mtfc  do  nao  cho  phu  hop 
vdi  cuoc  sdng  hien  nay  trong  khu  Ten- 
derloin, ci  ngtfdi  ldn  lan  thanh  thieu 
nien  deu  kinh  ngac  khi  thay  cd  qui 
nhieu  stf  ttfong  dong  gitfa  cau  chuyen 
gdc  va  nhtfng  khd  khan  mi  cic  gia  dinh 
Dong  Nam  A  hien  nay  dang  phii  ddi 
dau. 

Timmy  Hoang,  18  tudi,  ddng  vai 
Henry  Nguyen,  mot  ngtfdi  cha  va  mot 
ngtfdi  chong,  ke  phii  ginh  chiu  nhieu 


nhat  ip  ltfc  lim  the  nao  de  gia  dinh  cd 
dtfoc  m0t cu0c sdng  k hi  gia  hon .  Timmy 
khdng  thay  cd  stf  khic  biet  nio  gitfa 
nhtfng  con  ngtfdi  cua  bat  ctf  chtf ng  tdc 
nao  no  ltfc  de  vtfon  tdi  mot  cudc  sdng 
ttfoi  dep  hon,  chi'  khic  nhau  d  nhtfng 
cich  thtfc  tien  hanh.  "Moi  ngtfdi  deu 
gidng  nhau,  nhtfng  cd  ngtfdi  chiu  khd 
hon,  mic  cho  ban  thudc  chung  tdc  nio. 
Tat  ci  chung  ta  deu  phii  no  ltfc  mdi  hy 
vongdat  dtfoc  nhtfnggi  chung  ta  mudn." 

Sokly  Ny,  18  tudi,  ddng  vai  Chandara 
Southao  la  mdt  nhan  vat  da  hoi  nhap 
hoan  toan  vao  trong  gidng  chu  ltfu, 
nhin  thay  nhieu  stf  ttfong  dong  gitfa 
nhtfng  con  ngtfdi  thing  tien  thudc  moi 
chung  tdc  cd  khuynh  htfdng  qucn  di 
gdegiccua  minh.  "Hocoi  thtfdng  chung 
tdi  va  ddng  vai  ngtfdi  da  tring  va  nghi 
ring  ho  khi  hon  chung  tdi  du  ring  ho 
manj*  cung  mau  da  vdi  chung  tdi.  Chung 
tdi  kinh  trong  nhtfng  ngtfdi  da  thanh 
cdng  nhtfng  chung  tdi  nhin  thay  la  ho 
da  dinh  mat  di  vin  hda  cua  ho  " 

Ttfa  de  cua  vd  kich  dtfoc  lay  ra  ttf 
trong  bai  tho  "Harlem"  cua  Langston 
Hugh  la  mdt  nha  tho  da  den.  Trong  bai 
tho  do  dng  ay  hdi  "Cii  gi  xiy  den  cho 
tfdc  mo  tri  hoan  lai?  /  No  cd  khd  hco  di 
/  Gidng  nhtf  mdt  trii  nho  khd  nim  phoi 
dtfdi  inh  mit  trdi  hay  khdng?"  Nhtfng 
thanh  thieu  nien  tham  gia  trong  vd  kich 
da  cd  khi  ning  nhin  nhin  ring  nhtfng 
giac  mo  cua  con  ngtfdi  trong  mdt  tinh 
hudng  cam  go  cung  gidng  nhtf  the. 
Perrerascho  biet:  "Nhtfngdien  vien  cua 
vd  kich  ndi  cho  tdi  biet  ring  nhtfng  cu$c 
cai  va  cua  nhtfng  b|c  sinh  thanh  trong 
vd  kich  nghe  gidng  nhtf  nhtfng  cudc  cai 
va  ma  ho  da  nghe  d  nhi." 

"A  Raisin  in  the  Sun"  se  dtfoc  rrinh 
dien  tai  Exitheatre  so  366  dtfdng  Eddy 
bit  dau  vao  ngay  20  thing  5  vao  nhtfng 


tdi  Thtf  Nam,  Thtf  Siu  vi  Thtf  Biy  luc  7 
gid  30  va  ngay  rrinh  dien  cudi  cung  li 
ngiy  29  thing  5.  Gii  v£  s^  la  8  My  Kim 
vi  5  My  Kim  cho  hoc  sinh,  vdi  nhtfng 
ngiy  Thtf  Nim  "tri  bao  nhieu  tuy  hi." 
Mdt  budi  rrinh  di£n  giy  qui  die  biOt  vdi 
budi  tiep  tan  sau  do  se  dtfoc  to  chtfc  vao 
ngiy  21  thing  5  vdi  v6  gii  50  My  Kim. 
Qui  vi  hay  goi  Exitheatre  Box  Office  so 
673-3847  degitf  cho. 

LA  THU  CHO  CHl!l  BUT: 

Tdi  mudn  cim  on  cic  chu  but  ve  mot 
dich  vu  tuyet  vdi  mi  td  bio  cua  qui  vi 
da  mangden  cho  cdng  ddng  Tenderloin 
va  cho  thanh  phd.  Tdi  stf  dung  td  bio 
cua  qui  vi  nhtf  la  mdt  ngudn  tai  lieu 
trong  cic  Idp  hoc  ESL  ma  tdi  day  tai 
Alemany  Campus  tren  dtfdng  Eddy. 
Tdi  rat  quan  tam  den  viec  khuyen  khich 
nhtfng  hoc  trd  cua  tdi  "tran  trong"  nhtfng 
cau  chuyen  va  nhtfng  Ioai  ttf  thuat  ma 
ho  mang  den  ldp. 

Qui  vj  da  cho  ding  mdt  li  thtf  nong 
hau  cua  Lan  Khanh,  mdt  ctf  dan  tai  Nob 
Hill,  viet  ve  cho  me  6  Viet  Nam.  Tdi  da 
sao  lai  la  thtf  niy  cho  nhtfng  hoc  vien 
tap  lam  luan  trinh  do  trung  cap  va  yeu 
cau  ho  cho  biet  nhtfng  phin  tfng  cua  ho 
vdi  nhtfng  ttf  ttfdng  dtfoc  trinh  bay 
trong  li  tho  cua  Lan.  Mic  du  ngtf  vtfng 
td  ra  khd  ddi  vdi  ho,  ho  van  da  cd  the 
lien  he  nhtfng  tinh  cim  cua  chi  ay  vdi 
nhtfng  tinh  cim  trong  cuoc  sdng  cua 
rieng  ho,  du  cho  ho  cd  que  quin  d  Me 
Tay  Co,  d Trung  Hoa  hay  li  d  Cuba.  Tdi 
gdi  kem  day  bin  sao  mot  so  nhtfng  li 
tho  niy.  Tdi  hy  vong  ring  qui  vi  cd  the 
chuyen  nhtfng  li  tho  nay  den  cho  Lan 
Khanh  de  cho  chi  ay  biet  ngdi  but  cua 
chi  ay  da  tic  ddng  den  nhtfng  ngtfdi 
khic  nhtf  the  nao. 

-  Tomi  Cunningham 
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2M?KIM  CHOHANGTUOITa6Dl?Nll 
•  T0 1 1  TU6l  TR6  XU6NG  V A  CAC  BAC 
PHV  LAO  DirCC  V AO  CCf A  MlE N  PHf  V AO  THQ  SAU! 
XIN  DCfNG  LAl  XE.  C6  xe  bu?t  mien  phi  chay  ttf  12th  Street  vi  nhtfng  tram 
Lake  Merritt  BART. 
TIN  TtfC  H0l  H£:  (510)  286  - 1061 
•HIGH  QUALITY  ENTERTAINMENT  •INTERNATIONAL  FOOD  'ARTS 
AGRICULTURAL  EXHIBITS  •  SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES  FOR  KIDS  &  SENIORS 

ADMISSION. 

$6.00  ages  12  &  up;  $2.00  ages  6-11  •  11  &  under  &  Seniors  FREE  on  Friday! 
PLEASE  DO  NOT  DRIVE. 
Free  shuttles  ran  from  12lh  Street  and  Lake  Merritt  BART  slations. 
FESTIVAL  INFORMATION:  (510)  286-1061 

JUNE  4-  5    6   -  10  AM  6  PM 
LAKESIDE  PARK  -  LAKENERRITT  -  OAKLAND 
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PH6NG  CHO  THUE  VOl  Db  DAC  CO  SAN 

»  BAO  G6M  CA  DI$N  NLfdC 
»  TRTJC  BAN  24  GlO  DONG  Hb 

» cO  sAn  dich  vu  nAu  an  vA  b6i  phOng 

•  NHAN  NH0NG  GIA  DlNH  CHi  CO 
HOAC  CHA  VA  MOT  CON 

HAY  LlfiN  LAC  VOl  QUAN  LY 

civic  center  residence  » 
44  McAllister  street 

432  -  2870 

MQt  buyn  dinh  cCia  TNDC,  TNDC  U  mQt  td  chufc  gia  of  v6  vu  1<^. 


nhGng  studio 

CHO  THUfi 

SACH  S£  VA  AN  TO  AN 
TRONG  MOT  BUYN  DINH  NH6 

CO  quAn  lV  tai  ch6 
475  MY  KIM 

564  -  0676 


nh0ng  lc!p  hoc 
mi£n  phi 

TlfiNG  ANH  NHU 
LA  MOT  NGOAI 
NG0! 


nhOng  lc5p  hoc  nh6 

BAN  NGAY  VA  CHlfiU  T6l 


ST  GILES  COLLEGE 
1  HALUDIE  PLAZA,  3RD 
FLOOR 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


(Gitfa  dtfdng  Market  va  dtfdng  so 
5  tai  Powell  Station) 


ifT  JIN  TllC  CONG  DONG  NGUOI  VlgT 


VIETNAMESE 
COMMUNITY  NEWS 


CUU  Si  QUAN  MlfeN  NAM  VI$T 
NAM  THANH  LAP  HOl  AI  HTJU 


Phdng  sy*  cua  Julie  Scheff  vi  Tran  Hoii 
Blc 

Vao  khoang  trcn  hai  mUcri  trc  em  va 
cha  me  thuOc  tren  1 3  gia  dinh  Vict  Nam 
vu"a  mdi  sang  djnh  cU  tai  My  tu  tap  tai 
Chua  Tii  Quang  so  243  Duboce  vao 
ngay  miing  6  tha"ng  4  vifa  qua  d&  nhin 
lanh  quan  ao  phit  tang.  Dly  la  bu6i 
phit  tang  quan  So  ddqc  \6  chuc  lan  thuf 
ba  va  la  thanh  qui  cua  hdi  a"i  hffu  rUcmg 
trgr  cua  gia  dinh  cic  sT  quan  thuOc  chinh 
quyen  Mien  Nam  Viet  Nam  trUdc  kia. 

Cac  gia  dinh  chon  qua  nhffng  ddng 
quan  ao,  mac  thtf  nhffng  quin  io  cu. 
Giffa  nhffng  tieng  cUdi  khuc  khich,  mot 
phu  nff  dUa  len  mot  io  khoic  mau  xanh 
dUcmg  cua  mot  cong  ty  dia  6c  def  Uorn 
xem  chbng  cua  chi  cd  mac  vifa  hay 
khdng  de  len  khung  cho  mot  cuoc  ddi 
mdi. 

NhUng  ddi  voi  rat  nhieu  ngUdi  trong 
s6  hang  ngan  nhimg  ngUdi  dan  ti  nan 
da  rdi  Viet  Nam  qua  ChUomgTrinh  HO 

-  mot  chUcmg  trinh  dinh  cu"  dtfgc  thda 
thuan  giffa  hai  chinh  phu  My  va  Viet 
Nam  -  thi  doi  khi  sU  len  khung  nay 
khdng  dUox:  toan  hio.  ChUomg  tnnh 
hop  tic  nay  bit  dau  vide  tai  dinh  cU 
nhilng  cUu  sf  quan  va  gia  dinh  cua  ho 
vao  nam  1989  va  tu"  do  de'n  nay  Udc 
lUcmg  co  khoang  60.000  ngUdi  di  dUc/c 
tai  dinh  cu*  tai  My  qua  chUcmg  rrinh  nay, 
trong  do  cd  khoang  500  ngUdi  de'n  song 
tai  thanh  pho  CUu  Kim  Som. 

Nhieu  s\  quan  cao  ca'p  da  rUng  bi 
giam  giff  tai  nhimg  trai  tip  trung  -  cd 
nhimg  si  quan  bi  giam  giff  gin  20  nam 

-  tai  Viet  Nam.  Tff  khi  bUde  chin  de'n 
Hoa  Ky,  ho  da*  bi  that  vong  beVi  su*  hidm 
hoi  cua  cong  an  vice  lam.  Hau  het  cic  si 
quan  nay  6"  vao  hang  tudi  ngu  ruin  da 


gap  phii  mdt  thUc  te  chua  chat:  voi 
tien^  Anh  con  han  che'  va  mot  nen  kinh 
t£  tn  trd  hidn  nay  cua  My  da  khie'n  cho 
hp  chi'  rim  dUc/c  nhimg  vide  lam  ve  quin 
gia  hoac  bio  v£  hoic  nhimg  cdng  viec 
lao  d0ng  chin  tay  khic.  Mdt  s6  nhimg 
ngUdi  khic  thay  tro*  ca'p  xa"  h0i  aia  hp  bi 
rut  ngin  lai  chi  cdn  cd  nam  thing.  Chi 
mpt  vai  thing  trUdc  day  thinn  phd  van 
cdn  cho  nhimg  ngUdi  ti  nan  men  de'n  My 
dUo*c  hUcmg  tim  thing  tro*  ca'p  rrtfcVc 
khi  nhimg  su*  cit  giim  trong  ngan  sich 
da  ci  t  bdi  di  tien  trc;  ca'p  dinh  cho  ngUdi 
ti  nan. 

Ong  Nguyen  Thanh  Chuan  ndi: 
"NgUdi  ta  da  phii  rdi  bd  tat  ci  -  nha  cu*a, 
ban  be.  Hp  den  day  voi  hai  ban  tay 
tring.  Hp  ky  vpng  la  s^  tnm  dUpc  viec 
lam  de  ding."  NhUng  r6i  hp  trd  nen  rat 
la  that  vpng  khi  hp  khim  phi  ra  rang 
thUc  te  khong  phii  la  nhU  vay. 

Nhieu  ngUdi  dang  gap  phii  rat  nhieu 
song  gid  trong  giai  doan  chuyen  tiep 
nay.  Mpt  ngUdi  s^ng  tai  thanh  phdCUu 
Kim  Son  nay  da  tii  sit  sau  khi  tien 
welfare  cua  dng  ta  bi  cit  va  dng  ta  roi 
vao  mpt  con  khung  hoing  tai  chinh. 
Ong  ta  di  den  nha  m0t  ngUdi  ban  de  tim 
ngubn  an  ui  va  tinh  d  qua  dem,  nhUng 
rdi  trong  dem  hdm  dd  dng  ta  da  treo  co 
tU  hi. 

Ong  Nguyen  Thanh  Chuln  cho  biet 
tiep:  'Tren  dat  Hoa  Ky  nhiJng  cUu  si 
quan  nay  cd  cim  giic  bi  bd  roi  vi  lai  rat 
gMt  trd  thanh  mpt  ginh  nang  cho  chinh 
phu  Hoa  Ky."  Ho  bi  giing  co  nhieu  ndi. 

"Ho  mudn  sang  diy  la  vi  hp  cd  the 
cho  con  cii  cua  hp  mpt  ca  hpi  cd  dUpc 
mOt  nen  giio  due  t6t  vi  mdt  cuOc  sc>ng 
rUoi  dep  hem.  NhUng  cdn  chinn  bin 
than  hp  thi  mang  m^t  noi  khit  khao 
quay  trd  v&  giup  tranh  dau  cho  tU  do  va 


NgUdi  tj  n^n  sip  xep  quan  io  de  tang  cho  ngUdi  vUa  moi  tu"  Vi?t  Nam  sang. 
Refugees  sort  clothes  to  give  to  newcomers  who  have  Just  arrived  from  Vietnam. 
For  English  version  of  story  below  see  page  13. 

tai  trp  d<*  day  manh  doin  the*  cua  hp  va 


dan  chd  tren  que  nha." 

De*  chdng  lai  cim  giic  than  cd  the*  cd 
ma  nhidu  ngUdi  cim  tha'y  d  diy,  it  ra  la 
cd  khoing  60  cUu  si  quan  da  nhdm  lai 
voi  nhau  de*  thanh  lip  mpt  h0i  ii  htfu 
tUomg  trp  6&  giiip  dc>  cho  nhilng  gia 
dinh  sang  sau.  Ho  phit  ting  quan  io, 
giup  dc>  ve  mat  tii  chinh,  va  giup  di^n 
dem  xin  trp  cap  xa  hdi.  Chang  han  nhU 
gan  day  ci  nhdm  da  quyen  gdp  dUpc 
600  My  Kim  de*  gdi  den  cho  mdt  ngUdi 
cd  vp  vifa  moi  qua  ddi. 

Nhdm  ii  h£fu  niy  mudn  npp  don  xin 
thanh  l|p  mpt  t6  chifc  vd  vu  Ipi  cd 
the  tie'p  rue  nhimg  dich  vu  hicmg  trp 
nay  cung  nhU  la  giup  dd  nhimg  ngUdi  ti 
nan  nhU  hp  tim  dUpc  cdng  an  viec  lam. 
Nhdm  ii  hu\i  nay  tin  chic  ring  hp  d  vao 
mpt  vi  the*  thuan  lpi  nhat  de  giup  dd  lln 
nhau  la  vi  hp  cung  phii  ddi  dau  vdi 
nhimg  v3n  de  gidng  nhau  tai  day.  Ong 
Nguy?n  Thinh  Chuln  ndi:  "Minh  phii 
giiip  dd  chinh  minh  trUdc,  rdi  mdi  cd 
ngUdi  giup  dd  minh." 

Hp  hy  vpng  s£  xin  dUpc  nhimg  qui 


ddng  thdi  cung  se  nhin  dUpc  nhimg  sU 
ddng  gdp  cua  nhilng  ngUdi  ti  nan  da 
den  day  tren  1 5  nam  rn/dc  va  da  trd  nen 
khigii. 

Ong  Nguyln  Thinh  Chua'n  ndi: 
"Chung  tdi  di  d  lai  vi  chien  dau  def  cho 
cic  anh  cd  thdi  gian  bd  nUdc  ra  di."  Ong 
Chuan  mudn  ndi  den  nhimg  ngUdi  ti 
nan  mi  gid  diy  da  cd  mpt  cupc  sdng  6n 
dinh,  mdt  s6  ngUdi  trong  bpn  hp  cd  khi 
nang  giiip  tii  trp  nhieu  chUcmg  rrinh 
cho  nhCfng  ngUdi  mdi  de'n. 

Ong  Nguyen  Thanh  Chua'n,  62  tudi, 
trUdc  kia  tuYig  li  mdt  dai  ti  trong  Quin 
Life  Vi£t  Nam  Cdng  Hoa  trong  vdng  16 
nam  va  da  bi  giam  cam  trong  mdt  trai 
cii  tao  trong  13  nam  trdi  sau  khi  Viet 
Nam  bi  roi  vio  tay  cdng  sin. 

Ban  be  di  thuye't  phuc  dng  Chu^n  bd 
trim  khdi  Vi^t  Nam  vio  dem  29  thing 
4  nflm  1975  trUdc  ngiy  Saigon  xup  do, 
nhUng  dng  ndi  cho  hp  biet  ring  dng 
khdng  nd  long  nao  bd  roi  binh  si  cua 
minh. 


CU0C  VAN  DONG  XAY  TRLfdNG  CHO  KHU  TENDERLOIN  TI^N  HANH  MANH  ME 


Phong  sU  cua  Janice  Hui 

Bin  dich  Viet  ngtf  cua  Trim  Hoai  Bic 

Mpt  doan  the  dja  phUcmg  dang  day  manh 
mpt  cuqc  van  dong  de  tao  nen  mQt  tn/dng 
tieu  hoc  cho  1 .100  tie  em  trong  khu  Tender- 
loin thuc>c  Kia  tuoi  niy  mi  hien  nay  dang 
dUox  xe  bu^t  dUa  ddn  den  43  trUdng  kh4c 
nhau,  cd  khi  xa  den  nhU  li  trUdng  Treasure 
Island. 

Chi  Midge  Wilson,  giam  doc  dieu  hinh 
ciia  Bay  Area  Women's  Resource  Center 
(BA WRC),  cho  biet:  "Khu  Tenderloin  li  khu 
duy  nhat  trong  thinh  pho  cd  m?t  do  dan  cU 
nhU  the  nay  mi  lai  khong  cd  lay  ngay  ci  mQt 
trUdng  cdng  duy  nhat."  Trung  tim  cua  chi 
hiqn  nay  dang  cam  dau  m<?t  cuqc  van  dong 
de  xay  dimg  mot  trUdng  tieu  hoc  cho  khu 
Tenderloin. 

Cupc  Vin  Dong  Xay  TrUdng  Tieu  Hoc 
Cho  KhuTenderloin  -  dUpc  sU  6ng  hp  cua  30 
doan  the  cong  dong  -  bit  dau  each  day  hai 
nam  rUoi  de  dip  lai  mpt  cupc  tham  d6  hing 
nam  ve  ede  gia  dinh  sdng  tai  Tenderloin 
thUc  hien  bdi  BAWRC.  Cupc  tham  dd  nay 
cho  thay  ring  cac  bac  phu  huynh  cim  thay 
bj  tich  rdi  ra  khdi  sU giao  dye  ciia  con  em  bdi 
vi  c4c  trUdng  hoc  dcu  qui  xa  nha .  NhUng  rdi 
nhilng  van  de  nghicm  trong  vc  ngan  sich 
cua  hoc  khu  da  lim  tieu  tan  phan  nao  nhffng 
hy  vong  gianh  dUpc  sU  ung  ho  can  thiet  cho 
vipc  xay  du*ng  mpt  ngoi  trUdng  tieu  hoc  cho 
khu  Tenderloin  va  cudc  van  dong  niy  trd 
nen  suy  yeu  di. 

Trong  khi  dd  nhQng  ung  hp  vicn  tiep  tuc 
gap  gc>  phu  huynh  hoc  sinh  va  nhUng  vien 
chUc  cua  hoc  khu  de  thu  thap  tin  tufc  vk  $ 
kien  cho  cupc  van  dpng.  Kelly  Cullen,  mpt 
thanh  vien  trong  ban  quin  tii  cua  Tender- 
loin Youth  Advocates,  cho  biet:  "Chung  toi 
van  dang  co  ging  gianh  lay  nhffng  hau 
thuan  chinh  trj.  Cung  gidng  nhU  bat  cu* 
nhffng  de  an  to  tat  nao,  cupc  van  dong  niy 
ddi  hdi  rat  nhieu  thdi  gian." 

Cullen  vi  nhieu  ngUdi  kh£c  hy  vpng  s6 


xay  dUng  dUpc  mpt  trUdng  tieu  hoc  mdi 
trong  vdng  tu*  5  den  10  nam  trUdc  khi  Can 
CU  Hii  Quan  Treasure  Island  bi  ddng  cua. 
Hi?n  nay  cd  tren  200  thieu  nhi  cua  khu 
Tenderloin  dang  theo  hoc  tai'  trUdng  tieu 
hoc  d  dd.  Mpt  njpi  trUdng  mdi  trong  khu 
Tenderloin  cd  the  phuc  vy  dUpc  tU  200  den 
900  tre  em  va  mtfc  ton  kern  cd  the  len  den  10 
trieu  My  Kim  tuy  thupc  vao  d'\a  diem  mudn 
xay  trUdng  va  noi  dung  bai  khda. 

Can  day  phy  huynh  cua  nhffng  vung 
khic  cua  Bay  Area  da  thanh  cdng  trong  vi£c 
day  manh  nhffng  no  lUc  thinh  lap  nhffng 
ngdi  trUdng  mdi.  Tai  Oakland,  c4c  bac  phy 
huynh  trong  mdt  khu  vUc  ddng  ngUdi  Chau 
My  La  tinh  da  day  manh  mpt  cupc  van  ddng 
trong  5  thing  de  cd  dUpc  mdt  trUdng  trung 
hoc  dp  nhat  cap  thanh  lap  theo  hien  chUong. 
Vdi  sif  giup  dd  cua  mpt  vai  doan  the  cdng 
dong,  cac  bic  phu  huynh  da  giinh  dUpc  sU 
yem  trp  cua  toin  kit.  *  thuyet  phyc  dUpc 
ban  quin  trj  hoc  khu  doil£>  *  cho  md  ngoi 
trUdng  mdi  vao  thang  4. 

Va  tai  Bay  View  Hunter's  Point  i.ong 
thanh  pho,  c£c  bac  phy  huynh,  giao  chut  va 
13nh  dao  cpng  dong  da  md  mpt  ngdi  trUdng 
goi  la  21st  Century  Academy.  Ngdi  trUdng 
nay  da  md  vao  thing  2  hipn  nay  dang  phyc 
vy  58  tre  em  tff  mau  giao  den  ldp  2  -  hau  het 
li  nhffng  em  song  qua  nh  dd.  TrUdng  niy  dU 
tinh  sfi  phat  trien  len  den  ldp  8  vao  nam  tdi. 

Tron^  khi  nhffng  ngUdi  dng  hp  mpt 
trUdng  tieu  hoc  cho  khu  Tenderloin  cd  the 
dung  ci  hai  ngdi  trUdng  niy  nhU  la  kieu 
mau,  hp  ndi  ring  hp  muon  dat  cho  dUpc 
"ngdi  trUdng  ly  tUdng"  cda  hp.  Hp  ndi  rang 
khu  Tenderloin  chi'  nen  chap  nhan  mpt  ngdi 
trUdng  vlnh  vien  va  "cd  tarn  nhin  xa." 

Mpt  so  ngUdi  mUdng  tUcmg  nen  mpt  ngdi 
trUdng  cd  bai  khda  sang  tao,  ching  han  nhU 
"chUcmg  trinh  nhap  tarn"  tai  trUdng  tieu  hoc 
Buena  Vista  noi  ma  cac  tre  em  tu*  mau  giao 
den  ldp  5  dUpc  day  bang  tiengTay  Ban  Nha. 
Ong  VQ  Due  VUpng,  giam  doc  dieu  hinh 
cua  Trung  Tarn  Tai  Djnh  CU  NgUdi  Tj  Nan 


Ddng  Nam  A,  de  nghj  thanh  lip  mpt  ngdi 
trUdng  da  ngff  mi  s£  md  nhffng  ldp  titmg 
Cam  Bdt,  tieng  Trung  Hoa,  tieng  Vift  Nam 
va  tieng  Lao.  Ong  VUpng  ndi :  "Ngdi  trUdng 
nhU  the  s6  rat  la  cd  lpi  cho  tre  em.  Hien  nay 
chung  ta  chi  khuyen  khich  bpn  trehpc  tieng 
Anh  va  quen  di  gdc  g£c  cda  chung.  Dieu  nay 
lam  ton  thUcmg  ldng  tU  trpng  bdi  vi  chung 
cim  thay  nhU  the  la  nen  van  hda  cda  chung 
khong  dUpc  coi  trpng." 

Chj  Midge  Wilson  cda  BAWRC 
n6i:  "Chung  tdi  cd  the  bit  dau  mpt  each  cdn 
con,  nhiing  lim  nhU  v|y  rat  li  m?o  hiem. 
Mpt  ngdi  trUdng  nhd  rat  de  b\  hoc  khu  nim 
dau,  rat  de  bj  ddng  cda  bdi  vi  nd  khdng  cd 
mpt  co  sd  vffng  chic.  Chung  tdi  muon  thUc 
hi?n  giac  ma  ldn  cda  chung  tdi.  Dieu  dd  cd 
nghfa  li  di  mua  dat  va  xay  trUdng.  NhU  the 
s3  mat  nhieu  thdi  gian  hem,  nhifngchung  tdi 
muon  dat  dUpc  Udc  ma  cda  minh.  Chung  tdi 
nghi  ring  khu  nay  xffng  ddng  vdi  mdt  ngdi 
trUdng  nhU  v$y." 

Hai  thanh  vien  cua  ban  quin  trj  hoc  khu, 
Tom  Ammiano  va  Leland  Yee,  da  bay  td 
nhi?t  tinh  ve  y  kien  nay.  Yee  ndi:  "Xay  mpt 
ngoi  trUdng  cho  khu  Tenderloin  dffng  dau 
chUong  tnnh  hoat  dpng  cua  tdi."  Anh  cOng 
ndi  them  la  anh  dang  giup  tim  mpt  dja  diem 
va  dU  tmh  hpp  vdi  ede  lanh  dao  cpng  dong 
vd  ede  bac  phu  huynh  de  thio  luan  van  de 
nay  trong  vong  vai  thdng  tdi  diy. 

NhUng  cd  mpt  so  ngUdi  ndi  ring  mpt 
ngdi  trUdng  trong  khu  Tenderloin  Id  khdng 
can  thiet  Id  vi  trUdng  Redding  Elementary 
chi  ndm  ben  ngodi  khu  Tenderloin  cd  ba  ddy 
pho  trong  day  7400  cua  dUdng  Pine.  Marsha 
Hunt,  phdt  ngon  vien  cua  Hpc  Khu  CUu 
Kim  San  phdt  bieu:  'Tai  sao  lai  phii  xay  mpt 
ngdi  trUdng  mdi  trong  khi  da  cd  mpt  ngdi 
trUdng  trong  khu  rdi?" 

NhUng  ngay  cd  hi£u  trUdng  cua  trUdng 
tieu  hpc  Redding  cOng  dong  f  ring  khu 
Tenderloin  can  cd  mpt  ngdi  trUdng  rieng 
cua  minh  vd  chj  de  cap  den  tinh  hinh  dan  so 
dicUdanggia  tang  trong  vung.  Chj  noi:  "  Chi 


danh  rat  Id  gidi  han  d  day  va  that  ddng  tiec 
la  chung  tdi  da  phdi  tff  chdi  nhieu  bac  phy 
huynh  cda  khu  Tenderloin."  Cd  khoing  450 
tre  em  cda  khu  Tenderloin  hi£n  dang  theo 
hpc  Redding  Elementary. 

Chj  Nina  Thu,  mpt  cd  giio  song  ngff 
ngUdi  Viet  cua  trUdng  Treasure  Island,  cho 
biet :  "Chung  tdi  ri't  mudn  cd  su*  tham  gia  vdo 
trong  ldp  hpc  cua  cda  phy  huynh  nhU  Id  mdt 
each  de  day  manh  ldng  ti/  trpng  cua  cic  em 
thieu  nhl.  NhUng  chung  tdi  da  khdng  thy*c 
hiqn  dUpc  dieu  niy  vi  rat  khd  khan  cho  cic 
bic  phy  huynh  de  cd  the  di  den  diy."  Tat  ci 
20  hpc  trd  cda  chj  Nina  deu  sdng  trong  khu 
Tenderloin. 

Mpt  so  phy  huynh  gidi  quyet  bing  edeh 
di  theo  xe  buyt  cua  nha  trUdng  de  theo  con 
em  den  ldp  vao  budi  sing,  gap  go  vdi  cd 
giio  roi  chd  sudt  ci  ngay  tai  trUdng  de  chd 
ddn  xe  bu^t  cua  nha  trUdng  di  ve  nha. 

Nhffng  b$c  php  huynh  khdc  khdng  bao 
gid  di  dU  nhffng  budi  hpp  phy  huynh  hpc 
sinh  va  giao  chOfc.  Chj  L§  Tuyet  cd  con  la 
Martin  dang  theo  hpc  ldp  mau  giio  tai  Trea- 
sure Island  School  cho  biet:  "Tdi  cung  muon 
di  dy*  nhUng  tdi  phii  lam  vipc  sudt  ngdy  vd 
trUdng  hpc  thi  lai  xa  qud." 

Mpt  trd  ngai  rat  ldn  Id  tim  mpt  dja  diem 
trong  mpt  khu  da  rat  la  chat  chpi. 

Mpt  van  de  nffa  Id  qui  tai  trp.  Do  bdi 
nhffng  van  d&  ngan  sdeh  gido  dye  van  cdn 
dang  ked  ddi,  chj  Marsha  Hunt  cua  Hpc  Khu 
CUu  Kim  Son  cho  biet:  "Hpc  khu  cd  trdch 
nhiem  cham  sdc  nhffng  tai  sdn  hi£n  cd  trUdc 
khi  tao  them  tai  sin  mdi.  Chic  chin  li 
chungtdisS  khdng  xay  cat  them  ngdi  trUdng 
mdi  nao  ci." 

Mac  cho  mpl  chUdng  ngai,  chj  Midge 
Wilson  cua  DA  WRC  van  rat  Id  lacquan.  'Tdi 
tin  chic  ring  chuy?n  gl  can  phii  thUc  hi?n 
thi  s6  dupe  thUc  hien.  DU  in  niy  nhin  dUpc 
rat  nhieu  sU  dng  hp." 
Phdng  sy*  niy  dxSox  dang  bang  tieng  Anh 
trcn  l rang  nhat. 

For  English  version  of  above  story  see  front  page. 


